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Course Title : Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)

Level: Level 3 Extended Project Exam Board: AQA Syllabus Code: 7993

Link to subject pages on exam board website:

http://www.aga.org.uk/subjects/projects/aga-certificate/EPQ-7993

Opportunity Description:

The Extended Project is a Level 3 qualification. It contributes to a student’s programme of study as a stand-alone

qualification and is a core component of the AQA Bacc Award.

The Extended Project will develop and extend from one or more of the learner’s study areas and/or from an area
of personal interest or activity outside their main programme of study. It will be based on a topic chosen by the

student and agreed as appropriate by the centre.

Delivery of the Extended Project Qualification involves extended autonomous work by the students who, with
appropriate supervision, are required to:

e choose an area of interest

draft a title and aims of the project for formal approval by the centre

plan, research and carry out the project

deliver a presentation to a specified audience

e provide evidence of all stages of project development and production for assessment.

The EPQ project can be accessed by students in either Year 12 or Year 13 and there are 2 submission dates per
academic year — November and June. This is the only Level 3 qualification which can be taken early (via

November entry).

What Will | Learn?

The Extended Project Qualification offers opportunities for students to:

e make a significant contribution to the choice and design of an extended project

e develop and improve their own learning and performance as critical, reflective and independent
learners

e develop and apply decision-making and, where appropriate, problem-solving skills

e extend their planning, research, critical thinking, analysis, synthesis, evaluation and presentation skills

e where appropriate, develop confidence in applying new technologies in their studies

e develop and apply skills creatively, demonstrating initiative and enterprise

e use their learning experiences to support their aspirations for higher education and/or career
development

e transfer skills developed as part of their extended project to other areas of study.



http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/projects/aqa-certificate/EPQ-7993

How Will | Be Assessed?

Throughout the EPQ timescale, the students record the evolution of their project in a log book. They also produce
a 5000 word report and present their findings to a small group of students and staff (in a format of their choice).
If an artefact is produced, a shorter written report of 1000 words is required. All of these products are assessed
by the supervisor, moderated by the centre co-ordinator and then sent to AQA for external moderation and

standardisation.

EPQ Results

The Level 3 Extended Projects can be submitted in November and May. The 2011 to 2015 results are given below.
Last year Naomi Tran received the top grade for her award and received a personal commendation from AQA for

her entry.

Year A* A B C D E
2011 6 5 1 1 1
2012 4 2 2 1
2013 3 1

2014 2 3 2 1 1
2015 3 2 2

2016 1 2

2017 1 1 1

2018 1 2 2 1 1
2020 1 3

2021 1 5 1 1

2022 2 5 1
2024 1 1 1 1
2025 1 1 1

What Are The Entry Requirements?

GCSE English Language Grade 5 and GCSE Mathematics Grade 5
The participants must also have a genuine interest in subject matter of their project. It may or may not be linked

to their A Level Subjects.

What Are The Costs?

Students may need to pay some transport costs or production costs incurred during their research.




