
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Subject Information 

King David High School 

technology 

I N F O R M A T I O N  T E C H N O L O G Y  S O L U T I O N S   

T H A T  W O R K  F O R  Y O U R  B U S I N E S S .  

King David Campus, Childwall Road, Liverpool, L15 6WU                www.kingdavidliverpool.co.uk/ 

“This is a popular and extremely successful 6th form …. good 

teaching and excellent care, guidance and support  

… students make outstanding progress and attainment is high” 

Ofsted 



Course Title: English Literature 

Level:  A Level Exam Board:  AQA  

Specification B 

Syllabus Code: 7717  

Link to subject pages on exam board website: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/a-level/english-7717/specification 

Opportunity Description: 

English Literature has a distinct philosophy centring on different ways of reading and on the connections which 

exist between texts. Study of texts is enhanced by the study of critical theory in the non-exam assessment. In 

this way, students can gain a solid understanding of how texts can be connected and how they can be 

interpreted in multiple ways so that students can arrive at their own interpretations and become confident 

autonomous readers. Students are then not only equipped with the knowledge and skills needed for both exams 

and non-exam assessment, but also experience a rich, challenging and coherent approach to English literature 

that provides an excellent basis for studying the subject at university.  

The course naturally complements other arts and humanities subjects and is particularly suited to students 

wishing to pursue careers in the arts, the media, business, education, law or any other field in which 

communication and analytical skills are important. 

Genre study is at the heart of the course. Just as meanings of texts are not fixed, neither are definitions of genre, 

which frequently change and become blurred. The specification considers the fact that writers often subvert the 

genre in which they are writing. Working with genre involves looking at ways in which authors shape meanings 

within their texts. It also involves thinking about a wide range of relevant contexts, some of them to do with the 

production of the text at the time of its writing, some to do with how the text has been received over time and 

contexts to do with how the text can be interpreted by readers now. Looking at texts as generic works involves 

connecting individual texts with others, as the whole idea of genre is a connective one. Interpretation is not 

fixed, and multiple interpretations are encouraged. 

There is ample opportunity to develop powers of interpretation, analysis and empathic understanding through 

contribution to discussions in lessons, alongside the writing of essays and other written tasks, which provide 

opportunities to learn reasoning skills, to expand vocabulary and to develop knowledge of literary techniques 

and terminology. 

The course will encourage every student to take responsibility for his/her own learning and to be an 

independent and enthusiastic student. Students should bring to the course a love of reading and a readiness to 

read widely around the set texts.  To be successful, you will need to be well-organised, well-motivated and 

consult regularly with your teachers, keeping to deadlines for written work. 

Students requiring more information should contact Mrs Lingwood, Subject Leader for English. 

What Will I Learn? 

 

Year 1 Year 2 

Paper 1: Literary Genres   40% 

Option 1A: Aspects of tragedy  

Paper 2: Texts and Genres   40% 

Option 2A: Elements of crime writing  



Study of three texts: one Shakespeare text (e.g. 

‘Othello’); a second drama text (e.g. ‘Death of a 

Salesman’ by Arthur Miller) and one further text (e.g. 

poems by John Keats).  

At the core of all the set texts is a tragic hero or 

heroine who is flawed in some way, who suffers and 

causes suffering to others and in all texts, there is an 

interplay between what might be seen as villains and 

victims. Some tragic features will be more in evidence 

in some texts than in others and students will need to 

understand how particular aspects of the tragic genre 

are used and how they work in the three chosen texts. 

 

Students will study texts in which a significant crime drives 

the narrative and the execution and consequences of the 

crime are fundamentally important to the way the text is 

structured. All set texts are narratives which focus on 

transgressions against established order and the specific 

breaking of either national, social, religious or moral laws. 

Study of three texts: one post-2000 prose text (e.g. 

‘Atonement’ by Ian McEwan); one pre-1900 poetry text (e.g. 

poems by George Crabbe, Robert Browning and Oscar Wilde) 

and one further text (e.g. ‘Brighton Rock’ by Graham Greene). 

 

Non-examined component: Theory and 

independence:   50 marks; 20% of A level 

 

Non-examined component: Theory and independence:   50 

marks; 20% of A level 

 

You will undertake the study of two texts: one poetry and one prose text, informed by study of the Critical Anthology  

You will produce two essays of 1250–1500 words, each responding to a different text and linking to a different aspect 

of the Critical Anthology  

One essay can be re-creative. The re-creative piece will be accompanied by a commentary.  

This component is designed to allow you to read widely, to choose your own texts, work independently and to 

understand that contemporary study of literature needs to be informed by the fact that different theoretical and 

critical methods can be applied to the subject. This area of the course provides a challenging and wide-ranging 

opportunity for an introduction to different ways of reading texts and for independent study. You will undertake study 

of the AQA Critical anthology, which has accessible extracts on the following critical methods and ideas:  

• narrative theory • feminist theory • Marxist theory • eco-critical theory • post-colonial theory• literary value and the 

canon. 

  

What Are The Entry Requirements? 

GCSE English and GCSE English Literature Grade 5 

However, it should be noted that these are minimum requirements and students that enter the course with 

higher grades may find the content more accessible. 

How Will I Be Assessed? 

You will be assessed formally through two examinations and through coursework.   

Component Assessment Questions 

Paper 1: Literary Genres        

Option 1A: Aspects of tragedy  

 

Assessment by written exam: 2 hours 

30 minutes • closed book • 75 marks • 

40% of A-level. 

 

Questions Section A: one passage-

based question on set Shakespeare 

text (25 marks)  

Section B: one essay question on set 

Shakespeare text (25 marks)  



Section C: one essay question linking 

two texts (25 marks) 

 

Paper 2: Texts and Genres               

Option 2A: Elements of crime writing  

 

Examination will include an unseen 

passage.  

Assessment by written exam: 3 hours 

• open book • 75 marks • 40% of A-

level.  

 

Questions Section A: one compulsory 

question on an unseen passage (25 

marks)  

Section B: one essay question on set 

text (25 marks)  

Section C: one essay question which 

connects two texts (25 marks) 

 

   

The coursework/NEA component makes up the final 20% of the course.   

What Are The Costs? 

Students are asked to purchase their own set texts in order to annotate them during the course.   

Visits to lectures and performances. 

 


