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1 INTRODUCTION

Pupils moving into Key Stage 4 are entering a challenging stage in their education where they take
a greater responsibility for their studies and begin to focus on their future pathways.

When choosing your options, you are making a commitment to a two-year course of study. This
involves consistently hard work and diligent study from the beginning of Year 10. You must strive
to develop a regular routine that will allow you to meet the demands of your courses.

It is important that you make the right choices because once you have started, it is not possible to
switch courses. You should seek advice from all appropriate sources and consider aptitude for,
and enjoyment of each subject concerned.

Make sure that you choose a combination of subjects that does not overburden you but will allow

you to follow the career pathway of your choice at Key Stage 5 and beyond. You can choose from
a range of subjects and qualifications and, when completing the application form, you should take
the opportunity to speak to the teachers who run the courses you intend to pursue.

All students study the core subjects of English (Language and Literature), Mathematics and
Science (Triple or Double). The decision for Science will be guided by the school, depending
on each individual child’s ability and suitability for the course. In addition, all Jewish students
study Jewish Studies and non-Jewish students study Religious Education.

This will lead to six or seven qualifications, dependent upon which Science course you follow.
There are then three additional optional subjects, making a total of nine or ten qualifications for the
majority of students. The options that exist are designed to give all pupils optimum choice and
breadth of study within the school.

All students must choose one subject from List A and two from List B:

LIST A Preference List B Preference

French Art & Design

Geography Business Studies

German Food Preparation &
Nutrition

History Computing

Modern Hebrew French

Geography

German

Design Technology

History

Modern Hebrew

Music

Physical Education
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The subjects from list B should be in order of preference and there should also be an additional,
reserve choice.

All students will also have PE lessons and study ICT. Your choices in Science do not affect your

option choices in any way and will be finalised after discussion with your Science teacher.

The information in this booklet will give you an idea of what is involved in each course and
more details are available on the school website www.kingdavidliverpool.co.uk

2 THE ENGLISH BACCALAUREATE (EBACC)

As part of the recent GCSE reforms, the government identified a “set of subjects at GCSE that
keeps young people’s options open for further study and future careers” (The Department for
Education). The Department for Education referred to this group of subjects as the English
Baccalaureate (Ebacc)

The EBacc consists of:

English Language and Literature
Maths

The Sciences

Geography or History

A Modern Language

A recent study undertaken by UCL Institute of Education revealed that studying subjects included
in the EBacc provided students with greater opportunities in further education and increased the
likelihood that a pupil will stay on in full-time education.

The Sutton Trust research revealed that studying the EBacc can help improve a young person’s
performance in English and mathematics. The Department of Education suggests that “If they are
thinking of going to university, the EBacc is also recommended by Britain’s most prestigious
universities”.

For pupils to achieve the Ebacc qualification, their three option choices must include: either
Geography or History and a language (either French, German or Modern Hebrew).
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3 CORE SUBJECTS OFFERED AT GCSE
3.1 English

Qualification: GCSE — English Language, English Literature (AQA)
Students will work for TWO separate GCSEs in English Language and English Literature.

Assessment:

In English Language and English Literature, you will be assessed by external, terminal
examinations. English Language will require you to explore a range of unseen texts (fiction and
non-fiction). You will improve your writing and develop the ability to write skilfully in different forms
and for different audiences and purposes.

In English Literature, you will study four set texts (one Shakespeare text, one modern drama text,
one 19™ century novel and a set of poetry from 1789 to the present day). You will also be
examined on unseen poetry. This is a challenging but enjoyable course.

Course Content:
English Lanquage

Paper 1: “Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing” - 50% Externally Assessed

Paper 2: “Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives” - 50% Externally Assessed Non-Examination
Assessment:

Spoken language - 0%* Controlled Assessment - Spoken Language will be awarded its own
grade/mark and recorded on the GCSE certificate.

English Literature

Paper 1: “Shakespeare and the 19" Century novel” - 40% Externally Assessed

Paper 2: “Modern texts and Poetry” - 60% Externally Assessed

Future Pathway:

Language and literacy are of personal, social and economic importance. Our ability to use
language lies at the centre of the development and expression of our emotions, our thinking, our
learning and our sense of personal identity. Language is itself a key aspect of our culture.

The courses will enable you to communicate well both in written and oral mode. You will gain the
skills required to explore, analyse and interpret information in a range of sources confidently and
systematically- skills so indispensable at university and during employment.

Grade 4 or above in English Language is an essential pre-requisite for access to employment and
courses in further education. Both English language and English literature are popular choices in
the sixth form where they can be studied to A level, combining well with a range of other subjects.
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3.2 Mathematics

Qualification: GCSE — Pearson Edexcel 1IMA1
Assessment:

« Students must sit three written papers, each of length 1 hour and 30 minutes
» All exams will be sat at the end of Year 11

* One paper will be non-calculator

» All papers carry equal weighting

* Any topic could be assessed on any of the three papers

» Students will sit either Foundation or Higher Tier

Grading System:

Foundation Tier Grades 1-5
Higher Tier Grades 4 -9

Course content:

The GCSE now contains more challenging content at both tiers. Some examples of this are
given below:

. Standard Form, Surds, Simultaneous Equations, Trigonometry,
Foundation . .
Quadratic Equations
. Inverse and Composite Functions, Iteration, Velocity-Time Graphs,
Higher
Rates of Change

The aims and objectives are to enable students to:

e develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts

e acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems

e reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences, and draw conclusions

e comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms
appropriate to the information and context

Future Pathway:

An understanding of GCSE Mathematics is important for all students, regardless of their future
education/career pathway. In addition to the need for maths skills in everyday life, career
progression and job prospects can also be dependent upon a sound grasp of maths. Indeed, for
those wanting to progress to Further and Higher Education, success at maths is vital.

Currently, GCSE Mathematics at grade 4 or above is a pre — requisite for most A level and degree
courses (in fact some degree courses stipulate a grade 6). Whilst a grade 7 or above is essential
for those wishing to study AS/A level Mathematics and a minimum of a grade 8 is desirable for
those wishing to study AS/A level Further Mathematics. It is also likely that grade 5 will become
the ‘minimum expected standard’ for employers and university admissions in the future.
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3.3 Double Science (Combined Science Trilogy GCSE)

Qualification: GCSE Combined Science (Double Award)
Synopsis of the course

AQA Combined Science provides a wide-ranging general science qualification which is designed
to allow students of all abilities to be able to study science post 16. Itis a particularly good
grounding for A level sciences as the course content is academically demanding and
mathematically rigorous. The course is designed to be taught as specific modules of biology,
chemistry and physics. The qualification is worth two GCSEs.

Assessment:
. Biology paper 1 . Chemistry paper 1 . Physics paper 1
. Biology paper 2 . Chemistry paper 2 . Physics paper 2

Each paper is 1 hour 15 minutes long totalling 70 marks. Each paper has equal weighting and is
worth 16.7% of the double award GCSE qualification. Questions will be multiple choice, short
and long written answer. All assessment is terminal exam and there is no coursework. Practical
skills are assessed through the examination papers.

Course content:

Biology Paper 1: Biology Paper 2
* Cell biology * Homeostasis and response
+ Organisation of organ systems * Inheritance, variation and evolution
* Infection and response * Ecology
« Bioenergetics
Chemistry Paper 1 Chemistry Paper 2
» Atomic structure and the periodic table * The rate and extent of chemical
» Bonding, structure and the properties change
of matter + Organic chemistry
. Quantitative Chemistry ¢ Chemical ana|ysis
* Chemical changes « Chemistry of the atmosphere
* Energy changes « Using resources
Physics Paper 1 Physics Paper 2
* Energy * Forces
» Electricity *+ Waves
» Particle model of matter * Magnetism and electromagnetism
* Atomic structure
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Future Pathway:

Science A levels and applied science related qualifications including vocational qualifications.

3.4 Separate Sciences

Qualifications: GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry and GCSE Physics
Synopsis of the course

The separate science qualifications are designed to complement the double award combined
science qualifications. The combined science content forms approximately two thirds of the
separate science content. The separate science pathway consists of all three science subjects.
Individual subjects cannot be taken in isolation.

Assessment:
. Biology paper 1 « Chemistry paper 1 « Physics paper 1
. Biology paper 2 . Chemistry paper 2 . Physics paper 2

Each paper is 1 hour 45 minutes long totalling 100 marks. Each paper has equal weighting and is
worth 50% of each of the GCSE qualifications. Questions will be multiple choice, short and long
written answer. All assessment is terminal exam and there is no coursework. Practical skills are
assessed through the examination papers.

Course content:

In addition to the content taught in the combined science qualification extra topics are explored in
more depth. More details of specific course content can be found on the AQA website. It is
important to note that the separate science route does not better prepare students for A level
sciences, nor is the course more favoured by universities. The additional content is designed to
spark the interest of the scientifically curious minded pupils.

Selection for separate sciences

This course is only suitable for the most able science students who have demonstrated a real thirst
for scientific knowledge and understanding. Students invited to participate in this course will have
excellent independent study skills and will demonstrate academic tenacity. These skills will be
essential to assimilate the additional content in reduced time.
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3.5 Jewish Studies

Qualification: GCSE Religious Studies Specification A (AQA)

Assessment:

Both exams have equal weighting (50%), and candidates sit two 1 hour 45 minute papers.
Course content:

Component 1 — The Study of Religions: Beliefs, Teachings and Practices. Students will study
both Judaism and Islam.

Component 2 — Thematic Studies. Students will study four of the following religious,
Philosophical and Ethical Studies Themes

« Theme A: Beliefs and Teachings

* Theme B: Practices

« Theme D: Religion and Life

» Theme E: Religion, Peace and Conflict

* Theme F: Religion, Crime and Punishment

+ Theme G: Religion, Human Rights and Social Justice

Future Pathway:
The study programme involves a comprehensive examination of many key subjects within

Judaism and as well as being a good grounding for ‘A’ Level, Jewish Studies will also be very
relevant for the future lives of the students.
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3.6 Religious Education

Qualification: Religious studies Specification A - (AQA)

Assessment:

Both exams have equal weighting (50%), and candidates sit two 1 hour 45 minute papers.

Course content:

Component 1 — The Study of Religions: Beliefs, Teachings and Practices. Students will study
both Christianity and Judaism.

Component 2 — Thematic Studies. Students will study four of the following religious,
Philosophical and Ethical Studies Themes

Future Pathway:

Theme A: Relationships and Families

Theme B: Religion and Life

Theme C: The existence of God and Revelation
Theme D: Religion, Peace and Conflict

Theme E: Religion, Crime and Punishment

Theme F: Religion, Human Rights and Social Justice

Why study GCSE Religious Studies?
This religious studies course encourages candidates to:

Develop their interest in, and enthusiasm for a study of religion and its
relationship to the wider world.

Develop their knowledge, skills and understanding of religion by exploring the
significance, impacts of beliefs, teachings, sources, practices, ways of life and
forms of expressing meaning.

Express their personal responses and informed insights on fundamental
guestions about identity, belonging, meaning, purpose, truth, values and
commitment.

All of these skills provide pupils with a good foundation no matter what career
path they choose. It also provides a sound basis for A Level Religious Ethics
/ Philosophy.
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The following subjects form part of the core curriculum but are non-accredited

3.7 Personal Development

All students will study Personal Development. The curriculum has been carefully mapped to
ensure its topics cover issues which prepare students for the wider world and help develop them

The aim of the Personal Development curriculum is to provide our students with the knowledge
and skills to embrace the exciting opportunities this modern world brings, and to deal effectively
with the challenges and risks they may encounter. We want our pupils to clearly understand how
to keep themselves (and others) safe and healthy (online and offline), to be accepting of diversity,
to show empathy and kindness, and to make a positive contribution to their school, local, and
wider communities.

Our PD curriculum also plays in a key role in the safeguarding of our pupils; adopting a
preventative approach and signposting to people/organisations to offer support, advice and
guidance. Our curriculum is also flexible and responsive to dealing efficiently with school, local and
wider issues as they arise — providing a safe and supportive environment to discuss complex,
sensitive and current topics.

We pride ourselves in providing an inclusive approach to PD. For example:

» Lessons are carefully differentiated to cater for the varying needs of our pupils with

* Our ‘Relationships and Sex Education’ (RSE) aims to ensure that the needs of our
LGBTQ+ pupils are adequately met.

» Ensuring our curriculum is relevant to the lives of all our young people and actively
promoting acceptance and celebration of diversity, and equality for all.

3.8 Physical Education

All students will have one lesson of PE per week. The lessons will focus on ensuring all students
have the opportunity to develop their health, fithess and wellbeing whilst also developing their
skills and technique in a variety of sporting and leisure activities.
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4 OPTIONAL SUBJECTS

4.1 Introduction

All the optional courses are GCSE qualifications, offer Level 2 accreditations (GCSE or

equivalent)

4.2 Geography

Qualification: GCSE Geography AQA (8035)

Assessment:

* Theory - 2 written papers (1 hour 30 minutes each) worth 70% of the overall grade.
Applications — 1 written paper (1 hour 30 minutes) worth 30% of the overall grade

Course Content

Unit

Topics

Content

Unit 1 .

Living with the
Physical
Environment

Natural Hazards

Ecosystems

Physical Landscapes in the
UK

Plate tectonics,
earthquakes, volcanoes,
tropical storms, climate
change.

Tropical rainforests and hot
deserts.

Landforms in the UK,
coastal and river processes
and landforms.

Geographical
Applications

Geographical Skills

Unit 2 « Urban Issues and Urban change, opportunities
Challenges and challenges.
Challenges in . The Changing Economic Development, quality of
the Human World life and employment.
Environment . The Challenge of Resource Food, water and energy in
Management the UK
Global energy provision
Unit 3 . Fieldwork Hypothesis testing and data

collection in the field (from
the two fieldwork days).
Maps, graphs, statistics and
literacy.

Pre-Release geographical
issue evaluation.
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Future Pathway:

+ The GCSE qualification will give knowledge and understanding to pupils, which will allow
them to study future A-Level courses in Geography, Environmental Sciences, Geology,
Leisure and Tourism.

« By taking GCSE Geography, pupils are keeping their career choices open. Geography
bridges the gap between the Arts and Sciences. Art-based Geography careers include:
Travel and Tourism, Social Services, Education, and Local Government (Department of
Trade & Industry). Science-based Geography careers include: Environmental Services,
Geological Survey, Engineering, Meteorology, Computer Mapping and the Armed Forces.
GCSE Geography compliments all other GCSE subjects, especially History, English,
Maths, Physics, Chemistry, Biology and ICT.

4.3 History
Qualification: GCSE History (AQA)
Assessment:

Paper 1. Examination: 50% of qualification
Paper 2: Examination: 50% of qualification.

Course content:

Paper 1: ‘Understanding the modern world’. Students examine: Conflict and tension Conflict and
tension between East and West, 1945-1972
and Germany, 1890-1945: Democracy and dictatorship

Paper 2: ‘Shaping the nation’. Students examine: Britain: health and the people, c1000 — the
present day and Elizabethan England 1568-1603

This History course allows students to explore a range of different time periods, previous students
have enjoyed developing their knowledge of periods of history which they have not encountered
before, with our Germany-based topics being particularly popular parts of the course. Students
develop a strong understanding of key events and the significance of these. The topics being
studied also help students to develop their knowledge of dictatorships, politics, economics and
changes in society.

Future Pathway:

Past pupils have gone on to study a wide range of subjects, such as History, Politics, Law,

English, Journalism and even Medicine. The History qualification is highly respected by further
education providers and universities and the emphasis on analysis of events means that pupils are
well prepared for more advanced study. Students are also supported in developing essay writing
skills and critically assessing historical sources.

Page 13



KING DAVID "Let there be light
Key Stag e 4 Opt| ons ngh School  through faith and work"

4.4 German

Qualification: GCSE (AQA)

Assessment:

Four terminal exams Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking (all worth 25%)

Course Content:

If you choose to study German you will learn to speak and write over a variety of themes. These include

People and Lifestyle, Popular Culture, and Communication and the world around us.

You will read and listen to extracts in German about these topics. From 2024 there is a core vocabulary for
the reading and listening to help thorough preparation before the examination.

Skills to be tested in the exam include: translation into and from German in the writing and reading
examinations, reading aloud an unseen paragraph in the speaking, new role plays with the prompts in
English in the speaking and a dictation exercise using only short phrases in the listening. All of the listening
and reading questions and answers will be in English.

You will also develop your cultural understanding of Germany and the German speaking world, for example:
The recent history of Germany, German films and music, and cultural events such as: Oktoberfest, the
November Pogroms, Karneval and others.

Future Pathway:

German GCSE is an essential foundation for studying the subject at A Level, and is considered a
highly rigorous academic subject.

Many King David students go on to study German at University, either on its own or combine it
with other subjects such as French, Law, Business, Geography and Maths.

4.5 Modern Hebrew

Qualification: GCSE Full Course in Modern Hebrew (AQA)
Assessment:

Modern Hebrew Full Course:
Listening 25%, Speaking 25%, Reading 25%, Writing 25%
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Course content:

The course will involve putting the Language into practice with an emphasis on not only
understanding but a natural way of listening, speaking, reading and writing in Modern Hebrew.

This will be done by immersing the students in Israeli culture, using elements such as music and
video to gain a full appreciation of modern Israeli life and use of the Language.

There are 3 Themes which students will study and all assessments are based upon:
Theme 1: Identity and Culture
Theme 2: Local, National, International and Global areas of interest

Theme 3: Current and Future Study and Employment

Future Pathway:

Successful candidates will be able to take their Modern Hebrew Studies further to AS and A2
Levels. Alternatively, candidates will be able to use their qualification for future jobs and
career to do with Israel or Companies which work with Israeli Hi-Tec Companies.

4.6 Erench
Qualification: GCSE (AQA)
Assessment:
Four terminal exams Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking (all worth 25%)
Course Content:
If you choose to study French you will learn to speak and write over a variety of themes. These include

People and Lifestyle, Popular Culture, and Communication and the world around us.

You will read and listen to extracts in French about these topics. From 2024 there is a core vocabulary for
the reading and listening to help thorough preparation before the examination.

Skills to be tested in the exam include: translation into and from French in the writing and reading
examinations, reading aloud an unseen paragraph in the speaking, new role plays with the prompts in
English in the speaking and a dictation exercise using only short phrases in the listening. All of the listening
and reading questions and answers will be in English.

You will also develop your cultural understanding of France and the French speaking world, for example:
The recent history of France, French films and music, and cultural events such as Mardi Gras, Tour de
France and the African Cup of Nations.
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Future Pathway:

French GCSE is an essential foundation for studying the subject at A Level, and is considered a
highly rigorous academic subject.

Many King David students go on to study French at University, either on its own or combine it with
other subjects such as Spanish, Law, Business, Geography and Maths.

4.7 Art & Design

Qualification: GCSE Art, Craft and Design (AQA)
Assessment:

Component 1 (Portfolio): 60% (internally marked, externally moderated). Externally
Set Task: 40% (internally marked, externally moderated).

Both components require pupils to respond to four Assessment Objectives. These are each
marked out of twenty-four and provide a total of ninety-six marks.

+ AOL1L: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of
sources.

« AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media,
materials, techniques and processes.

+ AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses.

« AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and
demonstrates understanding of visual language.

Course content:

The Art, craft and design GCSE is a demanding and rewarding course for pupils with a genuine
interest in the subject. Pupils will be given a broad-based experience that allows them to gain
knowledge and understanding of a wide range of media and techniques. They will learn to
research and develop their ideas through to a final outcome, with a focus on building confidence
and independence.

During the course pupils will take part in at least one gallery visit, and where possible will work with
a practising artist or designer. They will also have opportunities to develop / complete coursework
during regular extra-curricular activities.

Component 1: Portfolio (60% of the total mark)
» Students will produce a sustained project developed in response to a subject, theme,

+ task or brief evidencing the journey from initial engagement with an idea(s) to the realisation
of intentions.
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Students will develop their ideas through experimentation and will regularly review and
refine their work in order to produce a final outcome

Students will select, organise and present their portfolio ensuring that their work provides
evidence of meeting all four assessment objectives.

Students will provide evidence of drawing and written annotation.

In structuring a portfolio students will explore and create work associated with areas of study from
at least two titles listed below.

Fine Art: for example, drawing, painting, sculpture, installation, printmaking, mixed media
and land art.

Graphic Communication: for example, communication graphics, design for print,
advertising and branding, illustration, package design and typography.

Textile Design: for example, art textiles, fashion design and illustration, costume design,
constructed textiles, printed and dyed textiles, surface pattern, stitched and/or embellished
textiles and installed textiles.

Three-Dimensional Design: for example, sculpture, ceramics, jewellery and body
adornment.

Component 2: Externally set assignment (40% of the total mark)

This will be undertaken during Year 11. The examination board will provide a series of themes
from which the pupils will select one. Students must ensure that the total submission for
Component 2 covers all four assessment objectives and has evidence of drawing activity and
written annotation. A preparation period which can begin on or after 2 January is followed by 10
hours of supervised unaided work in which students are required to realise their intentions.

Future Pathway:

The GCSE course provides an excellent grounding for Art A-Level, and this option is becoming
increasingly popular. A high percentage of A-Level pupils then go on to study the subject at
Further and Higher Education. The most common route is a one-year Foundation Course which
provides pupils with experience of the various disciplines available to them before moving on to
degree level. The department has established strong links with the local Foundation Courses, and
the increasing number of artist/designer-led workshops that are held in school have enhanced
pupils’ knowledge and understanding of various career routes.
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4.8 Business Studies

Qualification: GCSE Business (OCR)
Assessment:
100% Externally examined papers

Component 1: Written Examination (2hr 30 mins) 90 marks 50%
Component 2: Written Examination (2hr 30 mins) 90 marks 50%

Course content:

A business qualification is designed to actively engage students and develop them as effective
and independent learners with enquiring minds. If you choose Business Studies you will learn
about a variety of topics including, how businesses are categorised, how they are organised and
how they respond to ethical issues. We will also look at the financial documents produced by
business, learn how to create them and investigate their importance.

The course is structured into two components taking students from how entrepreneurs start
businesses through to the growing of a global business. We look at business finance as well as
marketing, production and human resource.
Theme 1: Investigating Small Business
Content overview

» Topic 1 Business Activity

* Topic 2 Marketing
* Topic 3 People

Theme 2: Building a Business
Content Overview
* Topic 1 Operations

* Topic 2 Finance
* Topic 3 Influences on Business

Both themes/papers will consist of calculations, multiple-choice, short-answer and extended
writing questions.
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Future pathway:

Business Studies provides an essential foundation for studying the subject at a higher level BTEC
or A level. Many King David students go on to study Business at University, either on its own or
combine it with another subject such as Law or a Modern Foreign Language or Accountancy.
Business Studies is an impressive addition to anyone's CV and many retail businesses that recruit
in the UK are now requiring qualifications in the subject to take professional positions in the
industry. King David offers the following options at Key Stage 5:

Year 12 - AS Single or Double Applied Business
AS Economics

Year 13 - A2 Single or Double Applied Business
AS Economics

4.9 Computer Science

Qualification: GCSE Computer Science (OCR)

Assessment:

Unit 1: Computer Systems — Written Exam 1.5 hrs (50%)

Unit 2 Computational Thinking, Algorithms & Programming — Written Exam 1.5 hrs (50%)
Course content:

This course gives students a real, in-depth understanding of how computer technology works. It
offers an insight into what goes on ‘behind the scenes’, including computer programming, which
many students find absorbing.

Through this qualification students can:
» Develop an understanding of new and emerging technologies and how they work
* Look at the use of algorithms in computer programs
» Acquire a range of creative and technical skills, and the use of IT in context
» Develop programs to solve problems
« Become independent and discerning users of IT

Why Choose GCSE Computer Science?

Computer coding and programming is a good way to develop critical thinking, analysis and
problem-solving skills, which can be transferred to further learning and to everyday life.
Students will also have access to exciting resources such as the Raspberry Pi and Robots.
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Future Pathway:

The areas covered in GCSE Computer Science provide an essential foundation for studying
Computer Science at A level. This course will link directly into the GCE A Level Computer Science
course offered in the 6™ form at King David. This course will also prepare students for Computing
and IT related university degrees and many other related higher education courses. IT is an
essential requirement for any future career path, and this qualification will equip students with a
knowledge of programming and coding techniques, and also with the practical skills and
theoretical understanding to enable them to use technology to its full potential.

4.10 Design Technology

Qualification: GCSE Design Technology (AQA)
Assessment:

e Coursework - 50% (all coursework will be marked against four Assessment Objectives).
This is internally marked and externally moderated.

e Externally Set Exam - 50% (Two-hour paper)
Course content:

Pupils will build upon their Design and Making skills acquired during KS3. They will apply their
knowledge and understanding when developing ideas, planning, producing products and
evaluating them.

Unit 1 - Written Question Paper

Section A — Core technical principles (20 marks)

A mixture of multiple choice and short answer questions assessing a breadth of technical
knowledge and understanding.

Section B — Specialist technical principles (30 marks)
Several short answer questions (2-5 marks) and one extended response to assess a more in-
depth knowledge of technical principle

Section C — Designing and making principles (50 marks)
A mixture of short answer and extended response questions including a 12-mark design question

Unit 2 - Non-exam assessment (NEA) or Coursework
Substantial design and make task with the following assessment criteria:
* Investigating
* Designing
* Making
* Analysing and Evaluating
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In the spirit of the iterative design process, the above should be awarded holistically where they
take place and not in a linear manner. Students will produce a working prototype and a portfolio of
evidence (max 20 pages). A greater emphasis on Design History and Appreciation which is
embedded within the structure of the course. There is a greater emphasis on design and the use
of mathematical skills is a key requirement, and is tested in the examination (15% of the written
paper). An understanding of underlying scientific principles is expected but will be covered
throughout the design process.

In Year 10 pupils will focus on developing their practical skills and their knowledge of subject
specific terminology. This will include Design History and Appreciation which is embedded within
the structure of the course. They will look at areas such as:

- Drawing techniques, perspective and isometric drawing, colour rendering, use of CAD, type
styles, methods of presentation, how to research, use of ICT, paper engineering, and
product analysis and evaluation.

« Mini projects will be created to enable pupils to adapt their design and making skills in
preparation for the final topic.

Year 11 will focus on using relevant research linked to the chosen theme and by looking at how
aspects like Market Research should influence the design process. The main focus will be on
designing and making the final three-dimensional outcome and planning its manufacture.

Future Pathway:
There are a number of HND and Degree Courses that can be pursued. Examples of these

include: Product Design, Graphic Design Industrial Design, Theatre and Film Set Design and Web
and Multi-Media Design.

4.11 Food Preparation & Nutrition

Qualification: GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition (AQA)

Food preparation and nutrition is a practical course designed to develop culinary skills. It also
includes knowledge of nutrition and health which entails study of the nutrients found in food, where
they are found and why we need them. The course also covers knowledge about how food cooks
and heat transfer as well as safety, factors affecting food choice and where our food comes from.

Assessment

Written exam — 1 hour 45 minutes (50% of final GCSE grade)
20 marks from this paper will be from multiple choice questions.

Controlled Assessment (50% of final GCSE grade)
There are 2 tasks which will be set by the exam board.
+ Task one will be an investigation in to the characteristics of an ingredient.
» Task two will be to plan, prepare, cook and present three dishes according to criteria set by
the exam board. For example, the task may be to prepare dishes that are vegetarian.
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Future Pathway:

GCSE food preparation and nutrition can lead to further study at degree level. There are many
universities offering courses in which students can study food science, food and nutrition, dietetics
and food product development. Students can also develop their practical skills further at college.

Students can pursue careers in dietetics and nutrition working privately or for the NHS. They also
can work within food science and development of new food products or in the catering industry.
Students can also follow a career in food styling and photography as well as food writing and
recipe testing.

4.12 Music
Qualification: GCSE Music EDUQAS
Assessment:

Appraising Music 40%
Composing Music 30%
Performing Music 30%

Course content:

Appraising Music (40% of qualification)
Written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes
This component is assessed via a listening examination
Eight questions in total, two on each of the four areas of study
e Area of study 1: Musical Forms and Devices
e Area of study 2: Music for Ensemble
e Area of study 3: Film Music
e Area of study 4: Popular Music.

Two of the eight questions are based on extracts set by EDUQAS

AOS1
This area of study includes one prepared extract which students must study in depth.
* Eine Kleine Nachtmusik, Movement 3, Minuet: Mozart (1787)

AOS4
This area of study includes one prepared extract which students must study in depth.
* Since You've Been Gone: Rainbow (released 1979)

Composing Music (30% of qualification)
Total duration of compositions: 3-6 minutes
Non-exam assessment: internally assessed, externally moderated
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Two compositions, one of which must be in response to a brief set by Edugas. Students will
choose one brief from a choice of four, each one linked to a different area of study. The briefs will
be released during the first week of September in the academic year in which the assessment is to
be taken. The second composition is a free composition for which students set their own brief. In
both compositions, students will be expected to display:

« creativity in response to the chosen brief

» development of musical ideas

+ technical control of musical elements and resources

+ musical coherence and understanding

Non-assessed composition log. Students are required to complete a signed log for each
composition, outlining the process of development and refinement, which must be countersigned
by the teacher to authenticate the process.

Performing Music (30% of qualification)
Total duration of performances: 4-6 minutes
Non-exam assessment: internally assessed, externally moderated

A minimum of two pieces, one of which must be an ensemble performance of at least one minute
duration. The other piece(s) may be either solo and/or ensemble. One of the pieces performed
must link to an area of study of the learner’s choice.

Selecting Music for Performance
The standard of pieces selected for performance should be broadly equivalent to grade 3 of the
graded music examinations.

One of the pieces performed must be linked to specific aspects of musical content within one of
the four areas of study. All students are required to perform one ensemble piece and when this is
linked to area of study 2, Music for Ensemble, the piece must be related to one of the specific
genres or styles covered in this area of study.

More details of the course can be obtained from Mr Holroyd or Miss Needham when the specific
board has been chosen although all boards follow the outline given above.

Future Pathway:

In addition to helping students acquire specific subject knowledge, this specification:

« provides students the opportunity to gain self-confidence through performing to others

» develops team-working skills through performing with others

+ extends students’ creative skills through composing music

* encourages the understanding of the importance of continuous evaluation and refinement in
any process

+ provides a solid foundation for progression to music related courses, including A-level
Music, and a career in music professions

Music is accessible to a far wider range of students than ever before. Students need only a basic
practical ability to be able to follow the course successfully. Music GCSE develops a wide range of
skills including performing, listening, composing, creativity and thinking skills. It can lead to AS
and A Level qualification and then to further music and media related courses.
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4.13 Physical Education

Qualification: Pearson Edexcel GCSE (9-1) in Physical Education Code 1PEO
Assessment:

Component 1 - Fitness & Body Systems
Written examination: 1hr 45 minutes (36% of the qualification)
Topics: Applied Anatomy and Physiology, Movement Analysis, Physical Training and use of data

Component 2 - Health & Performance (24% of the qualification)

Written examination: 1hr 15 minutes

Topics: Health, Fitness and Well-Being, Sport Psychology, Socio Cultural Influences and Use of
Data

Component 3 - Practical Performance (30% of the qualification)
Non-examined assessment: internally marked and externally moderated 3
activities chosen from a list

Component 4 - Personal Exercise Programme (PEP) (10% of the qualification)
Non-examined assessment: internally marked and externally moderated

Course Content

The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to:

» develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin physical
activity and sport and use this knowledge and understanding to improve performance

» understand how the physiological and psychological state affects performance in physical
activity and sport

« perform effectively in different physical activities by developing skills and techniques and
selecting and using tactics, strategies and/or compositional ideas

« develop their ability to analyse and evaluate to improve performance in physical activity and
sport

» understand the contribution that physical activity and sport make to health, fithess and
wellbeing

» understand the key socio-cultural influences that can affect people’s involvement in physical
activity and sport

Future Pathway:

This GCSE Physical Education qualification has been planned together with the A Level
gualification to ensure a suitable progression of content and similar approaches to assessment.
In addition to developing a holistic understanding of physical education through performance and
academic challenges this course will provide multiple opportunities to develop transferable skills
that employers are looking for in the workplace such as confidence, communication, leadership
and team working skills.
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