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“This is a popular and extremely successful 6th 

form …. good teaching and excellent care, guid-

ance and support … students make outstanding 

progress and attainment is high” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

King David High School is a Jewish faith based school with 650 

on roll of which approximately 150 students are sixth formers.  

In coming into the King David High School Sixth Form, you will 

join a sixth form which provides a caring, stimulating environ-

ment, with a proven successful academic record. The core 

purpose of the sixth form is to equip students with academic 

skills and confidence, ensuring a successful transition to univer-

sity, college and the workplace.  The time spent in Years 12 & 

13 provides students with a sense of increased responsibility 

towards both their academic life and the school community.   

Entry Requirements and Examination Boards 
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Subject Subject Specific Entry Requirements Exam Board 

Art, Craft and Design GCSE Art (or equivalent) Grade 6 AQA 

Biology GCSE Biology 6 or GCSE Science Trilogy 6 6 AQA 

BTEC Business If taken at GCSE, GCSE Business Grade C Pearson 

Certificate for Securities & Investment By application Chartered Institute for Securities and Investment 

Chemistry GCSE Chemistry 6 or GCSE Science Trilogy 6 6 AQA 

Computer Science GCSE Computing (or equivalent) Grade 6 OCR 

Economics GCSE Mathematics and English Grade 6 OCR 

English Language GCSE English Language and English Literature Grade 6 AQA 

English Literature GCSE English Language and English Literature Grade 6  AQA 

Extended Project Qualification No specific requirements AQA 

French GCSE French Grade 6 EDUCAS 

Geography GCSE Geography or Humanity Subject Grade 6 AQA 

German GCSE German Grade 6 EDUCAS 

History GCSE History or Humanity Subject Grade 6 AQA 

Mathematics GCSE Mathematics Grade 7 Edexcel 

Further Mathematics GCSE Mathematics Grade 7 Edexcel 

Music GCSE Music Grade 6 and/or Grade 5 Theory ABRSM AQA 

Physics GCSE Physics 6 or GCSE Science Trilogy 6 6 AQA 

Psychology GCSE Science Trilogy 5 6 and GCSE Maths & English Grade 5 AQA 

Religious Studies GCSE Religious Studies or Humanity Subject Grade 6 EDUCAS 



Mathematics (A Level) 
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Entry Requirements and Examination Boards 

  

Subject Subject Specific Entry Requirements Exam Board 

Art, Craft and Design GCSE Art (or equivalent) Grade 6 AQA 

Biology GCSE Biology 6 or GCSE Science Trilogy 6 6 AQA 

BTEC Business If taken at GCSE, GCSE Business Grade C Pearson 

Certificate for Securities & Investment By application Chartered Institute for Securities and Investment 

Chemistry GCSE Chemistry 6 or GCSE Science Trilogy 6 6 AQA 

Computer Science GCSE Computing (or equivalent) Grade 6 OCR 

Economics GCSE Mathematics and English Grade 6 OCR 

English Language GCSE English Language and English Literature Grade 6 AQA 

English Literature GCSE English Language and English Literature Grade 6  AQA 

Extended Project Qualification No specific requirements AQA 

French GCSE French Grade 6 EDUCAS 

Geography GCSE Geography or Humanity Subject Grade 6 AQA 

German GCSE German Grade 6 EDUCAS 

History GCSE History or Humanity Subject Grade 6 AQA 

Mathematics GCSE Mathematics Grade 7 Edexcel 

Further Mathematics GCSE Mathematics Grade 7 Edexcel 
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Religious Studies GCSE Religious Studies or Humanity Subject Grade 6 EDUCAS 
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Many opportunities exist for extended learning, leadership and 

initiative through the Excel Enrichment Programme.  Self 

discipline and self motivation, essential for further study at 

university, are cultivated through different teaching styles and 

learning strategies. 

During Years 12 and 13, greater awareness of social and 

personal skills is fostered and thus time is devoted to dealing 

with the important transition from Key Stage 4 to Sixth Form 

life.  This encourages students to come together as a unit and 

to establish that unit as a community within the school.  Co-

operation, mutual respect, responsibility are at the heart of 

relationships between students and teaching colleagues which 

leads to successful transition, good enrichment opportunities  

and academic success. 

The school takes tremendous pride in the record of success 

of students in Years 12 and 13, whose overall experience at 

this stage of their career is supported and enhanced by the 

excellent and caring teaching community.  Higher education 

establishments and employers are impressed by the maturity 

of our students and the level of personal development that 

they demonstrate in all walks of life, following this period in 

the King David Sixth Form. 

The opportunities are there for you.  So, as you consider your 

Sixth Form options, I wish you a successful and rewarding two 

years. 



The Benefit of a King David Education 
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Academic Curriculum 

Acceptance into 6th form is 

for students wishing to study 

3 A level subjects in although 

a small number opt to take 

four A levels.  The Extended 

Project Qualification (EPQ)  

and the Certificate for Intro-

duction to Securities and In-

vestment (CISI Finance Diplo-

ma) is also offered to stu-

dents in both Year 12 and 

Year13.  The subjects offered 

at A level are taught across 3 

faculties. 

Science & Mathematics 

Psychology 

Biology 

Chemistry 

Physics 

Mathematics 

AS Further Mathematics 

Humanities 

English Language 

English Literature 

French 

Geography 

German 

History 

Religious Studies 

Creative & Applied 

Art 

Computer Science 

Business (BTEC Single) 

Business (BTEC Double) 

Economics 

Music 
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A level Religious Studies 

 

 

 

Why should I choose this 

subject? 

Students choosing to study 

Religious Studies at will devel-

op their interest in a rigorous 

study of religion and be able 

to relate it to the wider 

world. They will develop 

knowledge, understanding 

and skills appropriate to the 

specialist study of religion. 

Students will adopt an enquir-

ing, critical and reflective ap-

proach to the study of reli-

gion and reflect on and devel-

op their own values, opinions 

and attitudes in the light of 

their learning.  

What will I learn? 

Philosophy of Religion:  

Arguments for the existence 

of G-d, challenges to religious 

belief, religious experience, 

religious language 

Ethics of Religion:  

Ethical language and thought, 

deontological ethics, teleolog-

ical ethics, freewill and deter-

minism 

A Study of Religion:  

Judaism 

How will I be assessed? 

At the end of Year 13 you 

will sit 3 x 2 hour examina-

tions in which you are re-

quired to answer 2 essays 

from a choice of 4. 
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A level Psychology 

Why should I choose this 

subject? 

A level Psychology is an excit-

ing new opportunity, to study 

a subject not often encoun-

tered at GCSE level.  It is also 

a valuable subject to take if 

you are considering pursuing 

the following vocations: 

teaching, nursing, working 

with children, police, law and 

careers within human re-

source management and the 

NHS. 

In undertaking the course, 

you will develop  

 An enthusiasm for Psychol-

ogy 

 An understanding of con-

cepts, principles and re-

search methods within this 

discipline  

 

What will I learn? 

 Social Influence 

 Memory 

 Attachment 

 Approaches in Psychology 

 Psychopathology 

 Research Methods 

 Biopsychology 

 Issues & debates in Psy-

chology 

 Aggression 

 Relationships 

 Schizophrenia  

How will I be assessed? 

At the end of Year 13 you 

will sit 3 x 2 hour examina-

tions which contain a mixture 

of question types, including 

short answer, extended writ-

ing and multiple choice. 
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The Benefit of a King David Education 

Academic Success 

Every year we celebrate the 

success of our A level stu-

dents, maintaining (over the 

last 6 years) an average of: 

A*-A grades: 26% 

A*-B grades: 55% 

A*-C grades: 80% 

 

This follows on from our suc-

cess at GCSE level in which 

King David is in the top 10% 

nationally of all schools. 

 

Students who study at King 

David fulfil the academic cri-

teria to allow them to access 

high demand courses at good 

universities.  For example, 

Chemistry with French at Im-

perial College, the Universi-

ties of Leeds, Sheffield, 

Leicester, Birmingham and 

Liverpool to study Medicine, 

the University of Oxford to 

study German, Chemistry and 

Law.  Also Durham and Car-

diff Universities to study Ge-

ography, and Chemical Engi-

neering at University of Leeds 

to name but a few. 
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The Benefit of a King David Education 

Pastoral Support 

All students are assigned to a 

tutor group under the direc-

tion of a member of staff re-

sponsible for guidance and 

welfare.  The tutors ensure 

that students are fully pre-

pared for the next stage of 

their academic and profes-

sional development.  During 

form time, students are also 

informed about academic and 

enrichment opportunities. 

 

 

Expectations 

Your role 

Students are expected to be 

courteous, punctual and at-

tend all lessons.  Free periods 

should be used for private 

study.  Students should also 

should have a working 

knowledge of the school, its 

aims, its curriculum and be 

prepared to answer questions 

posed by visitors to the 

school.  

Our role 

We will provide a nationally 

recognized, accredited curric-

ulum and set appropriate 

work to accompany well-

planned lessons.  We will 

keep students and parents 

informed of progress. We will 

also provide a caring and sup-

portive environment which 

allows students to thrive. 
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A level Physics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 

At the end of Year 13 you 

will sit 3 x 2 hour examina-

tions which contain a mixture 

of question types: 

 Structured short and long 

answer questions 

 Question based on practi-

cal techniques 

 Critical analysis of data 

 Multiple Choice 
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A level Physics 

Why should I choose this 

subject? 

A Level Physics is essential 

for the following higher edu-

cation courses: 

Physics, engineering, electron-

ics, astrophysics, telecommu-

nications 

 

A Level Physics is very desira-

ble for the further study of: 

Medicine, veterinary medi-

cine, veterinary science, envi-

ronmental sciences, chemis-

try, chemical engineering, ma-

terial sciences, computer sci-

ences, mathematics courses, 

dentistry, pharmacy, account-

ancy, systems analysis, entry 

into the police and the mili-

tary. 

 

What will I learn? 

 Measurements and their 

uncertainty 

 Particles and radiation 

 Waves 

 Mechanics and materials 

 Electricity 

 Further mechanics and 

thermal physics 

 Field theory 

 Nuclear physics 

 Astrophysics 

 

You will also need to: 

 apply scientific knowledge 

and processes to a range 

of different contexts 

 Plan and conduct safe and 

skilful practical techniques 

and processes, ensuring 

that reliable data is collect-

ed.  This data must then be 

presented, analysed, inter-

preted, explained and eval-

uated 
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The Benefit of a King David Education 

The Next Steps 

The proof of our success lies 

in the successful transition 

that our students make to 

high value courses at the best 

universities in the coubtry.  In 

2016, 95% of our students 

progressed to Higher Educa-

tion.  Those who followed 

alternative pathways are now 

in employment or enrolled on 

apprenticeship courses.  This 

high level of success is 

achieved through a rigorous 

Next Steps Programme in 

which the students and par-

ents are fully supported in 

making decisions about their 

future pathways.  This in-

cludes: 

 Opportunities for work 

experience 

 Attending the UCAS High-

er Education Conference 

 Opportunities to attend 

Taster Days 

 Bespoke advice and guid-

ance for UCAS process 

 Membership of the Cam-

bridge HE+ Consortium  

 Advice and guidance to 

support apprenticeship 

applications 

 Students Finance Infor-

mation 

 A Next Steps Evening for 

Parents 
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The 6th Form Curriculum 

What will I study? 

 3 (or 4) subjects at A level 

or BTEC level 

 Extra options: CISI Finance 

Diploma, EPQ, AS Further 

Mathematics 

 The Excel Enrichment Pro-

gramme 

 

The Excel Enrichment 

Programme 

At King David High School 

we take great pride in our 

Excel Enrichment Programme 

which allows students to con-

tribute extensively to the 

school and wider community, 

developing leadership skills, 

cooperation, responsibility 

and mutual respect for oth-

ers.  There are also opportu-

nities for enriching the aca-

demic curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Excel Enrichment compris-

es of 3 elements:  

Personal Enrichment 

 The Duke of Edinburgh’s 

Award 

 Physical Education 

 UCAS and Careers Advice 

Academic Enrichment 

 Subject Taster Days 

 Subject specific tutoring 

 Cambridge HE+  

 The Extended Project 

Qualification 

 AS Further Mathematics 

Community Enrichment 

 Religious Education 

 Volunteering 

 Fundraising 

 Guest Speakers 

 School Newspaper 

Page 41 

A level Music 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why should I choose this 

subject? 

A level Music includes both 

traditional music and/or mu-

sic technology, providing en-

try to all types of music 

courses. The course will al-

low you to pursue more tra-

ditional aspects of music (that 

may lead to professional or-

chestral playing, music teach-

ing, peripatetic teaching, com-

posing or music research) or 

more technology based as-

pects (that may lead to em-

ployment in recording studi-

os, radio, TV, theatre and 

sound engineering).  

What will I learn? 

You will explore the different 

periods of music from Ba-

roque to music of the mod-

ern day. This will include 

learning about different musi-

cal genres from Classical to 

Pop and Minimalist to jazz. 

You will also study the devel-

opment of musical ideas 

through various composition-

al techniques and arranging 

(including music technology). 

Additionally you will learn 

about producing high quality 

musical performances 

through either live perfor-

mance or music technology. 

 

How will I be assessed? 

 Written and listening exam 

 Composition coursework 

 Performance coursework 
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AS level Further Mathematics 

Why should I choose this 

subject? 

Further Mathematics is de-

signed to be studied alongside 

the standard Mathematics A 

level and has content which is 

both broader and deeper 

than the A level Mathematics. 

Studying Further Maths will: 

 make you think! (and so 

develops your thinking 

skills) 

 give you the chance to 

meet some interesting and 

very useful mathematical 

ideas not covered in the 

standard Mathematics A 

level 

 help your understanding of 

the standard Mathematics 

A level and possibly in-

crease your grade 

 

You should seriously consider 

doing an AS level in Further 

Mathematics if: 

 you are an able Mathemati-

cian, enjoy Mathematics 

and are keen to learn and 

understand more 

 you are self motivated and 

can work independently 

 you intend to do a degree 

in a maths-based subject 

such as: Pure Mathematics, 

Engineering, Physics, Com-

puter Science (to name but 

a few). 

When and how will this 

subject be taught? 

By KD Mathematics teaching 

staff as part of the Excel En-

richment Programme. 

If you wish to take a full A 

level in Further Maths, please 

let us know. 
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The Excel Enrichment Programme 

 

 

 

Charlotte Cassidy, now studying Medicine at the University of 

Leeds, receives the Tikkun Olam Prize from Max Steinberg, 

CBE at the KD Annual Prize Giving Ceremony. 

When is the Excel Enrich-

ment Programme delivered? 

Students participate in enrich-

ment activities every 

Wednesday afternoon. 

 

Eve Salter receives the JMU Citizenship Award from Andy Burnham, MP 



From KD to Cambridge 

Abigail Birch, the Head 

Girl of King David from 

2017-2018, has been suc-

cessful in gaining a place 

to study Music at Fitzwill-

iam College, Cambridge.  

Term started for most 

freshers in October but 

Abigail was already there 

in September as she had 

choral choir commit-

ments.   

Abigail has been a leading 

light in the Music Depart-

ment at King David for 

many years, not only per-

forming herself but en-

couraging other to tread 

the boards and showcase 

their skills.   

She also inaugurated a 

pop choir at King David 

last year as well as being 

very active in her local 

community. 

Before Abigail left our 

fold, she was awarded the 

LJMU Good Citizen 

Award for 2017.  She re-

ceived her award from 

Dame Lorna Muirhead, 

the Lord Lieutenant of 

Liverpool, at the Roscoe 

Lecture on 13th Septem-

ber and the photographs 

shown are from that cer-

emony.  Pictured with Ab-

igail are Jake Blumenow 

and Emily Wain (Head 

Boy and Girl), alongside 

Abigail Sharples and Elea-

nor Murphy, who are 

both interested in ca-

reers in nursing.  

Page 39 

A level Mathematics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why should I choose this 

subject? 

A level Mathematics is a much 

sought-after qualification and 

many areas see Mathematics 

as an important qualification.  

Courses that either require 

or recommend Maths include 

Engineering, Sciences, Statis-

tics, Finance, Computing and 

Architecture to name but a 

few.  Mathematics skills such 

as logical thinking, problem 

solving and statistical analysis, 

are very desirable, making 

Mathematics the new lingua 

franca of commerce, business 

and even journalism. 

What will I learn? 

Pure Mathematics: proof, al-

gebra and functions, coordi-

nate geometry, sequences 

and series, trigonometry, 

exponentials and logarithms,  

differentiation, integration, 

numerical methods, vectors 

Applied Mathematics: 

Mechanics: quantities and 

units in mechanics, kinemat-

ics, forces and Newton’s laws, 

moments 

Statistics: statistical sampling, 

data presentation and inter-

pretation, probability, statisti-

cal distributions, hypothesis 

testing  

How will I be assessed? 

3 x 2 hour examinations of 

equal weighting. 
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A level History 

Why should I choose this 

subject? 

History at A Level is a rigor-

ous academic discipline.  It 

fosters the ability to think 

critically and analytically.  You 

will develop skills of essay 

writing and independent re-

search, preparing you for a 

wide variety of degree cours-

es.  It provides a very good 

foundation for careers in Law, 

Politics, Journalism and 

Teaching.   

What will I learn? 

Unit 1: You will study the top-

ic of Industrialisation and the 

People: Britain, c1783-1885. 

In Year 12 you study the peri-

od up to 1832, examining the 

governance of the Napoleonic 

Wars and industrialisation.  In 

Year 13 the focus is 1832-

1885, examining the mid- 

Victorian boom and the asso-

ciated governmental reforms 

during this period. 

Unit 2: This is the depth study 

of Revolution and Dictator-

ship: Russia, 1917-1953. In 

Year 12, you forensically ex-

amine the Russian Revolution 

and the Rise of Stalin, 1917-

1929. In Year 13 you study 

Stalin’s Rule, 1929-1953. 

Unit 3: You complete a His-

torical Investigation of ap-

proximately 3,500 words., 

which is submitted in Year 13 

and is worth 20% of the A 

Level course.  

How will I be assessed? 

By 2 x 2 hour 30 minute ex-

ams in addition to the Histor-

ical Investigation. 

Before becoming Lord Lieutenant, Dame Lorna was 

a notable midwife and her Roscoe Lecture focused 

on her midwifery careers in addition to her lieuten-

ancy role.  The Roscoe Lectures are free to the pub-

lic and well worth attending.  In the past we have 

taken students to see Mark Carney (Governor of 

the Bank of England) and Andy Burnham (former MP 

and Mayor of Greater Manchester).  If you would 

like to find out more about the Roscoe Lectures, 

please follow the link below: 

https://www.ljmu.ac.uk/about-us/roscoe-lecture-

series/ 

https://www.ljmu.ac.uk/about-us/roscoe-lecture-series/
https://www.ljmu.ac.uk/about-us/roscoe-lecture-series/


The St Peter’s College (SPC) Ambassador Programme 

Alongside 8 other teach-

ers from across the UK, 

Dr Dale has been select-

ed to be a Subject Am-

bassador for St Peter’s 

College, University of 

Oxford.  She has taught 

Chemistry at King David 

for 14 years.  With a first 

class degree in Chemistry 

and a PhD from the Uni-

versity of Edinburgh, she 

is well qualified but rec-

ognises that she is teach-

ing content about which 

there was virtually no 

knowledge when she her-

self was at school and 

university; for example,  

at that time, particle 

physics and fullerenes 

were only in their infancy.   

The SPC Ambassador 

Programme offers A level 

teachers the chance to 

work with an Oxford 

college professor to ex-

tend knowledge and un-

derstanding in area 

where new advances 

have revolutionised cur-

rent thinking.   
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A level German 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why should I choose this 

subject? 

German is a highly transfera-

ble skill and is valued by uni-

versities and employers.  

Most universities are keen to 

recruit students of German.  

Many courses such as Law, 

the Sciences, and Engineering 

often offer a year of study 

abroad and a language qualifi-

cation will facilitate this op-

tion.  Students of German 

typically enter the professions 

of law, international business 

tourism and leisure, banking 

and education. 

 

What will I learn? 

 Social issues and trends 

 Impact of travel on society 

 Local culture and festivals 

 Political, Intellectual and 

Artistic Culture 

 Diversity and difference  

 The making of modern 

Germany, from 1989 

How will I be assessed? 

 Listening and Reading pa-

per which is worth 50% of 

the total marks 

 Writing paper which is 

worth 20% of the total 

marks 

 Oral presentation and dis-

cussion of an independent 

research project 
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A level Geography 

Why should I choose this 

subject? 

Geography is an engaging and 

flexible course which gives 

you the opportunity to: 

 Study the change in human 

population 

 Study the relationship be-

tween humans and their 

physical environment from 

local to global scales 

 Consider your role in rela-

tion to the issues being 

studied and the roles, val-

ues and attitudes of others 

including those who make 

policy and decisions 

What will I learn? 

Physical Geography:  

 Water and Carbon Cycles 

 Coasts 

 Hazards 

Human Geography: 

 Global systems and gov-

ernance 

 Changing places 

 Population and he environ-

ment 

How will I be assessed? 

By 2 x 2 hour 30 minute ex-

ams.  You will also complete 

a geographical investigation 

which is worth 20% and 

based on data collected on 

fieldtrips. 

The St Peter’s College (SPC) Ambassador Programme 

Dr Dale has been appointed to work with Professor 

Mark Moloney, concentrating on strengthening un-

derstanding of DNA and other biological molecules 

(from a chemist’s perspective).    

 

Participation in this programme is not only designed 

to produce new teaching resources to prepare stu-

dents more rigorously for 21st century university ed-

ucation, but to also encourage more applications to 
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Excel Enrichment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fancy 

dress and 

fundraising 

on Purim 

Discussing DofE on air 

with Radio Merseyside Moustaches for Movember 

Musical Excellence 

Subject specific enrichment 

Winning the “Big Debate” 
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A level French 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why should I choose this 

subject? 

French is a highly transferable 

skill and is valued by universi-

ties and employers.  Most 

universities are keen to re-

cruit students of French.  

Many courses such as Law, 

the Sciences, and Engineering 

often offer a year of study 

abroad and a language qualifi-

cation will facilitate this op-

tion.  Students of French typi-

cally enter the professions of 

law, international business 

tourism and leisure, banking 

and education. 

 

What will I learn? 

 Social issues and trends 

 Impact of travel on society 

 Local culture and festivals 

 Political, Intellectual and 

Artistic Culture 

 Diversity and difference  

 France 1940-1950: the oc-

cupation and post-war 

years 

How will I be assessed? 

 Listening and Reading pa-

per which is worth 50% of 

the total marks 

 Writing paper which is 

worth 20% of the total 

marks 

 Oral presentation and dis-

cussion of an independent 

research project 
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Level 3 Extended Project Qualification 

Why should I choose this 

subject? 

The Extended Project allows 

you to extend understanding 

of your A level subjects or an 

area of personal interest.  It 

involves extended autono-

mous work, with appropriate 

supervision.  Even though the 

EPQ is an AS level equivalent, 

it is a very highly regarded by 

universities and if of a high 

standard, is occasionally ac-

cepted in lieu of an A level.  

The EPQ helps you to devel-

op as a critical, reflective and 

independent student and you 

can transfer the skills you ac-

quire to other areas of the 

curriculum. 

What will I learn? 

You will 

 Research an area of inter-

est. 

 Present your findings in an 

appropriate format 

 Deliver a presentation to a 

specified audience 

 Provide evidence of all 

stages of project develop-

ment and production for 

assessment. 

Previous EPQ titles: 

To what extent is Anglo Saxon 

and Norse influence still de-

tectable in Merseyside? 

Is Punk dead? 

Why travel green? 

Has quality been compro-

mised for profit in the modern

-day Hollywood film industry? 

How will I be assessed? 

Log book, outcome of re-

search and presentation all 

contribute to the final award, 

which is graded A* to E.  
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Excel Enrichment 

 

 

 

 

 
Volunteering  for Mitzvah 

Representing the Student Body 

Subject specific enrichment 

Winning the “Big Debate” 

Completing DofE Gold 
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The Structure of the Curriculum 

 

Choosing A level Options 

 Choose 3 subjects from 

different groups (which are 

labelled on the Option 

Form as A, B, C and D) 

 If you want a “back-up” 

choose a 4th subject, but 

indicate with 4 

 If you select BTEC Busi-

ness Double, you must al-

so choose BTEC Business 

Single 

 If it appears that the 

subjects you wish to 

study “clash” in one 

group, let us know and 

we will look again at 

our option pattern. 
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A level English Literature 

 

 

 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 

At the end of Year 13 you 

will sit: 

 1 x 3 hour exam which 

contributes 

 1 x  2 hour 30 minute 

exam 

Each exam contributes 40% 

to the final grade. 

 You will also carry out an 

independent critical study 

of “Texts across time” in 

which you must write a 

comparative essay on your 

2 chosen texts. 

The coursework contributes 

20% to the final grade. 
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A level English Literature 

Why should I choose this 

subject? 

English Literature will give 

you the opportunity to ex-

plore texts across time and 

develop your skills of inter-

pretation and analysis.  

Working from the belief that 

no text exists in isolation but 

is the product of the time in 

which it was produced, Eng-

lish Literature encourages 

students to explore the rela-

tionships that exists between 

texts and their contexts.  

The course naturally comple-

ments other arts and humani-

ties subjects and is particular-

ly suited to students wishing 

to pursue careers in the arts, 

the media, business, educa-

tion, law or any other field in 

which communication and 

analytical skills are important. 

What will I learn? 

Love through the Ages  

You will study how texts and 

styles have changed through 

the ages.  You will look at a 

Shakespeare play, a collection 

of poetry and a prose text.  

You will also learn how to 

respond to unseen poetry. 

Texts in Shared Contexts 

You will explore how contex-

tual features have informed 

and inspired texts of different 

types.  You will study poetry, 

prose and drama texts, one of 

which will have been written 

post-2000. This year, students 

have studied ‘A Streetcar 

Named Desire’ by Tennessee 

Williams, ‘The Handmaid’s 

Tale’ by Margaret Atwood 

and ‘Feminine Gospels’ by 

Carol Ann Duffy.  

Entry Requirements 

All students entering 6th 

Form must have a minimum 

of Grade 5 in GCSE Mathe-

matics and Grade 5 in GSCE 

English plus 3 other passes at 

Grade 5 or above in a range 

of other subjects. 
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However there are also sub-

ject specific entry require-

ments which can be found at 

the back of this brochure and 

within each departmental 

prospectus; some qualifica-

tions require students to have 

at least a Grade 6 or Grade 7 

at GCSE Level.  

The Structure of the Curriculum 
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A level Art, Craft and Design 

Why should I choose this 

subject? 

‘Art, Craft and Design’ pro-

vides a flexible approach to 

interpreting ideas through a 

number of disciplines includ-

ing Painting, Drawing, Tex-

tiles, Fashion and Installation 

work. You will develop a 

much better understanding of 

yourself as an artist and de-

signer. 

 What will I learn? 

The course will enable you to 

develop personal responses 

to ideas, observations, experi-

ences, environments and cul-

tures.  It will also allow you 

to develop your interest and 

enjoyment in Art and Design, 

fostering its value in life long 

learning.  You will extend 

your understanding of con-

temporary art aswell as art-

work and artefacts from oth-

er times and cultures.  
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A level English Language 

 

You will also carry out 2 indi-

vidual pieces of research: 

 A language investigation 

with an accompanying 

2000 word report 

 A piece of original writing 

and commentary of 750 

words each 

The coursework contributes 

20% to the final grade. 

How will I be assessed? 

At the end of Year 13 you 

will sit 2 x 2 hour 30 minute 

examinations . 

Paper 1: Language, the indi-

vidual and society  

Paper 2: Language diversity 

and change 
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A level English Language 

  Why should I choose this 

subject? 

English Language will provide 

you with opportunities to ex-

plore the different varieties of 

language used in society and 

will enable you to develop 

your skills as a writer. 

 

This subject naturally comple-

ments other arts and humani-

ties subjects and is particular-

ly suitable for students wish-

ing to pursue courses or ca-

reers in Journalism and the 

Media, Law, Education and 

Business.  English Language is 

also very important for ca-

reers in which communica-

tion skills and knowing the 

power of language are vital. 

What will I learn? 

Language, the individual and 

society  

You will explore how lan-

guage is shaped according to 

audience, purpose, genre and 

mode.  At A level, this paper 

will also assess ‘Children’s 

Language Development’. 

Language diversity and change 

You will explore language 

around you, study theories 

about language and evaluate 

language change and attitudes.  

You will also practise writing 

effectively and innovatively for 

different audiences and pur-

poses.  You will have the op-

portunity to study texts from 

1600 to the present day and 

discuss why and how diversity 

and change occur.  

Language in action Coursework  
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A level Art, Craft and Design 

How will I be assessed? 

Component 1:  

Personal investigation 

This is a practical investiga-

tion supported by written 

material.  The focus of the 

investigation must be identi-

fied independently by you  

and should be a coherent, in-

depth study that demon-

strates your ability to 

construct and develop a sus-

tained line of reasoning from 

an initial starting point to a 

final realisation. 

It must include evidence of 

your ability to research and 

develop ideas and relate your 

work in meaningful ways.  

The investigation must be in-

formed by an aspect of con-

temporary or past practice of 

artists, photographers, de-

signers or craftspeople. 

 

Component 2: 

Externally set assignment 

The examination board will 

send out a set of eight ques-

tions.  You are required to 

select one question to use as 

a starting point for your 

work. Preparatory pieces 

should be presented in any 

suitable format, such as 

mounted sheets, design 

sheets, sketchbooks, work-

books, journals, models and 

maquettes.   

 

Following the preparatory 

period, you must complete 15 

hours of unaided, supervised 

time in which you must pro-

duce a finished outcome or a 

series of related finished out-

comes. 
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A level Biology 

  Why should I choose this 

subject? 

A Level Biology is essential if 

you wish to study Biology at 

university.  It is also a valuable 

subject to take if you are con-

sidering Medicine, Veterinary 

Medicine, Veterinary Science, 

Environmental Sciences, Den-

tistry, Forensic Science, Psy-

chology and Pharmacy. 

In undertaking the course, 

you will develop 

 An enthusiasm for Biology 

 A critical approach to the 

work of scientists 

 Practical skills alongside 

understanding of concepts 

and principles 

 An appropriate and rele-

vant foundation of knowledge 

and skills for the study of Bi-

ology in Higher Education 

What will I learn? 

Biology involves the study of 

a wide range of exciting top-

ics, ranging from molecular 

biology to the study of eco-

systems and from microor-

ganisms to mammoths.  Biol-

ogy is never far from the 

headlines, and you will learn 

to evaluate and criticize the 

findings that scientists pro-

duce.  You will complete 

practical work which is de-

signed to sharpen your inves-

tigative skills in a range of dif-

ferent areas of Biology.  
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A level Economics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why should I choose this 

subject? 

Economics is a much sought-

after qualification for entry to 

a wide variety of courses in-

cluding Accountancy, Business 

Management, Law, Compu-

ting, Finance, Banking, Finan-

cial Journalism and Media.  

There are also many areas of 

employment that see an Eco-

nomics as an important quali-

fication and it is often a re-

quirement for the vocational 

qualifications related to these 

areas. 

What will I learn? 

Macroeconomics 

 The forces influencing the 

success of the UK and oth-

er global economies and 

models that can be used to 

analyse these forces.  

 Detailed analysis of the big 

issues facing countries such 

as unemployment, inflation, 

growth, government debt 

and the Balance of Pay-

ments.  

 

Microeconomics 

 Price structures 

 Earnings 

 The marketplace 

 Government intervention 

and subsidies 

 Regulation 

 

How will I be assessed? 

At the end of Year 13 you 

will sit 3 x 2 hour examina-

tions which contain a mixture 

of question types: 

 Multiple choice questions 

 Data response questions 

 Extended writing 
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A level Computer Science 

  Why should I choose this 

subject? 

Computer Science is a practi-

cal subject where students 

can apply the principles 

learned in the classroom to 

real world systems. It is an 

intensely creative subject that 

can look at the natural world 

through a digital prism. Com-

puter Science encourages 

computational thinking, help-

ing you to develop the skills 

to solve problems, design sys-

tems and understand the 

power and limits of human 

and machine intelligence. 

Many students who success-

fully complete this subject 

typically progress onto a 

range of degree courses in-

cluding Computer Science, 

Software Engineering, Com-

puter Games Development 

and Information Systems. 

What will I learn? 

Computing Principles 

The characteristics of con-

temporary processors, input, 

output and storage devices, 

software and software devel-

opment, programming, data 

structures, algorithms, legal, 

moral, ethical and cultural 

issues. 

Algorithms and Problem Solving 

Elements of computational 

thinking, problem solving, 

programming and algorithms. 

 

How will I be assessed? 

 Computer systems written 

exam: 40% of A level 

 Algorithms and program-

ming written exam 

(synoptic assessment): 40%  

of A level 

 Programming project con-

trolled assessment: 20% of 

A level 
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A level Biology 

 

 

 

 Comprehension questions 

 Question based on practi-

cal techniques 

 Questions that require 

critical analysis of data 

 One essay 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 

At the end of Year 13 you 

will sit 3 x 2 hour examina-

tions which contain a mixture 

of question types: 

 Structured short and long 

answer questions 

 Extended response ques-

tions 
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BTEC Business Single and Double 

  Why should I choose this 

subject? 

These are two year Business 

Studies courses and students 

can achieve either The Na-

tional Extended Certificate in 

Business (one A level equiva-

lent) or The National Diplo-

ma in Business (two A level 

equivalent).  These courses 

are for students who are in-

terested in learning about the 

business sector alongside oth-

er appropriate A levels. 

What will I learn? 

The National Extended Certifi-

cate: 

 Exploring Business 

 Developing a Marketing 

Campaign 

 Personal and Business Fi-

nance 

 1 Option Unit 

 

The National Diploma: 

In addition to the topics 

above, the following units are 

also studied: 

 Managing an Event  

 International Business 

 Principles of Management 

 2 Option Units 

“Studying Business gave me 

the opportunity to use and 

apply different strategies in-

cluding project based learn-

ing……...the mentoring, guid-

ance and support was always 

available when I needed it” 
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 Structured short and long 

answer questions 

 Question based on practical 

techniques 

 Critical analysis of data 

 Multiple Choice 

How will I be assessed? 

At the end of Year 13 you 

will sit 3 x 2 hour examina-

tions which contain a mixture 

of question types: 
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A level Chemistry 

  Why should I choose this 

subject? 

A level Chemistry is an essen-

tial qualification for Chemis-

try, Medicine, Dentistry, 

Pharmacy, Chemical Pharma-

cology, Biochemistry, Poly-

mer Science, Metallurgy 

Chemical Engineering, Indus-

trial Sciences and Optometry.  

It is a desirable qualification 

for Physics, Biology, Forensic 

Science, Nursing and Midwife-

ry, Radiology, Environmental 

Law, Physiotherapy and 

Sports Science.  You will 

learn how to apply theoretical 

principles to a wide range of 

contexts. 

What will I learn? 

Chemistry is divided into 

three disciplines: 

Organic Chemistry, Inorganic 

Chemistry and Physical 

Chemistry. 

The course incorporates all 

three areas and you will learn, 

for example, how to calculate 

the pH of acids, how tri-

esters can be hydrolysed to 

form soaps and the origin of 

colour in compounds.  Many 

of the principles studied re-

quire a good grasp of GCSE 

Mathematics. 

There is also a practical ele-

ment to the course which 

allows you to develop a range 

of skills and competencies.  

There are 12 required practi-

cals conducted over the 

course of the 2 

years…….however we do 

many more! 
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Internally assessed units  

These are internally assessed 

through an assignment which 

allows students to develop a 

broad range of transferable 

skills.  

Students could be given op-

portunities to:  

 write up the findings of 

research  

 use case studies to explore 

complex or unfamiliar situ-

ations  

 carry out projects for 

which they have choice 

over the direction and 

outcomes  

 demonstrate practical and 

communication skills using 

appropriate presentations 

and role plays.  

 

How will I be assessed? 

Assessment of the BTEC in-

cludes a range of assessment 

types and styles suited to vo-

cational qualifications 

 

Externally-assessed units  

Each external assessment for 

the BTEC National is linked 

to a specific unit. Each assess-

ment/examination is taken 

under specified conditions, 

marked by Pearson and then 

a grade awarded.  

There are also set tasks in 

which students take an as-

sessment during a defined pe-

riod of time and demonstrate 

understanding through com-

pletion of a vocational task. 

Some external assessments 

include a period of prepara-

tion using set information.  
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Certificate for Introduction to Securities and Investment 

  Why should I choose this 

subject? 

This qualification would be of 

interest to students consider-

ing a finance-related degree at 

university, who are looking 

for a future career in financial 

services or who just want to 

learn more about financial 

services for their own per-

sonal development. 

The Chartered Institute for 

Securities & Investment (CISI) 

is a professional body for the 

securities and investment in-

dustry both in the UK and in 

a growing number of major 

financial centres globally. 

What will I learn? 

This professional qualification 

for A level students is an im-

portant first step in develop-

ing the essential basic 

knowledge required for 

working in financial services. 

It will provide students with 

an understanding of the key 

characteristics, mechanisms 

and influences on financial 

markets and institutions. Stu-

dents will gain an insight into 

data analysis, investment ap-

praisal and accounting and the 

role and responsibility of fi-

nancial services in society. 

Certificate for Introduction to Securities and Investment 
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Year 2: Extended Project 

Students produce a 4,000 

word research report, com-

plemented by a 500 word 

evaluation. 

Topic titles for the report are 

provided by the CISI each 

year and students can select 

their preference.  

Students will be required to 

develop skills in planning, in-

dependent research, analysis, 

problem-solving, criticism, 

synthesis, evaluation, presen-

tation and self-reflection. 

They will work independently 

but with the support of their 

supervisor and, where possi-

ble, an industry mentor.  In 

this way students will gain 

confidence in their ability to 

use initiative and expand their 

creative skills.  

How will I be assessed? 

Year 1: Introduction to Invest-

ment 

One hour computer-based 

exam comprising of 50 ques-

tion multiple choice questions 

on the following topics: 

 Financial Services 

 Financial Assets and Mar-

kets 

 Equities 

 Bonds 

 Derivatives 

 Investment Funds 

 Financial Services Regula-

tion 

 


