
Course Title:  Music 

 

Level:  AS/A2 Exam Board:  AQA 
 

Syllabus Code: 7271/7272 

Link to subject pages on exam board website: 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/as-and-a-level/music-7272 
 

Opportunity Description: 
 

 
A Level Music provides a rounded qualification in many areas of traditional music and / or music technology. It will 
provide the requirements for entry into all music courses at University and colleges of further education. The 
options available will allow students to pursue more traditional aspects of music (that may lead to employment in 
areas such as professional orchestral playing, music teaching, peripatetic teaching, composing or music research) 
or more technology based aspects (that may lead to employment in recording studios, radio, TV, media, theatres 
and sound engineering).  
 
 

What Will I Learn? 
 

 
At AS level pupils will 
 

 explore different areas of study that will include The Western Classical Tradition, Choral Music in the 
Baroque Period, Music Theatre, British Popular Music 1960’s to present day and study of set works. 

 learn how to compose in either a free or pastiche style and how to arrange music (including music 
technology). 

 learn about different ways of interpreting musical ideas through either live performing or music 
technology. 

 pupils will develop their listening, analytical skills and practical/performing skills.  
 
At A2 level pupils will 
 

 explore the different periods of music from Baroque through to music of the modern day. This will include 
learning about different musical genres from Classical to Pop and Minimalist to jazz. Pupils will also study 
the development of musical ideas through various compositional techniques and arranging (including 
music technology). 

 learn about producing a high quality musical performance through either live performance or music 
technology 

 
 

What Are The Entry Requirements? 
 

GCSE Music Grade B and above or Grade 5 theory ABRSM (certificate required). All pupils must be Grade 5 
standard or above on a practical instrument or voice. All pupils must also be able to read music. 
 

How Will I Be Assessed? 
 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/as-and-a-level/music-7272


At AS level pupils will be assessed through a 1 hour 45 minute 3 section written and listening exam based on the 
areas of study and the set works, composition coursework based on briefs released on the 1st November and 
performance coursework that may be completed at any time during the year. 
 
 
At A2 level pupils will be assessed through a 2 hour 15 minute 3 section written and listening exam based on the 
areas of study and the set work, composition coursework based on briefs released on the 1st November and 
performance coursework that may be completed at any time during the year. 
 
 

What Are The Costs? 
 

Continued involvement in practical lessons if following the live performance option at the current rate. 
 

 


