
Course Title : GCE Economics 

Level: AS/A2 Exam Board: OCR Syllabus Code:  H460 

Link to subject pages on exam board website: 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-economics-h060-h460-from-2015/ 

Opportunity Description: 

Advanced GCE Economics is a much sought-after qualification for entry to a wide variety of full-time courses in 

higher education. There are also many areas of employment that see an Economics Advanced GCE as an 

important qualification and it is often a requirement for the vocational qualifications related to these areas. 

 

There are many types of work in which you can use, and apply the economics you learn. The following areas of 

work and Higher Education courses become possible: accountancy, business management, law, computing, 

finance, banking, financial journalism and media. 

What Will I Learn? 

A level Economics is a two year course covering both micro and macro-economics throughout. 
Students will study elements of each at different points throughout the course, building 
microeconomic foundations to begin with, switching to look at UK and global economies and the 
policies used to influence their success before returning again to microeconomics to look in detail at 
the behaviour of businesses, consumers and workers. There are three mandatory components, 
focusing on microeconomics, macroeconomics and themes in economics.  
 
Macroeconomics  
The forces influencing the success of the UK and other global economies and models that can be used 
to analyse these forces. The sets of policies available to the UK government to make the economy 
stronger, and the limits to those policies apparent in the present economic circumstances. Different 
schools of economic thought and how different underpinning beliefs will influence policy 
recommendations. 
 
Further, more detailed analysis of the big issues facing countries such as unemployment, inflation, 
growth, government debt and the Balance of Payments. In-depth analysis of the issues affecting less 
developed economies, why some poorer countries have succeeded in growing quickly, whereas 
others are still desperately poor. 
 
 
Microeconomics 
Why prices for different goods and services are at different levels and the forces that might make 
them change. Why some people earn more than others, what causes inequality in different 
economies and to what extent does this matter? The extent to which all goods and services (such as 
health and education) should be provided through the market and the case for governments 
intervening in the supply of some goods and services with taxes, laws or in some cases subsidies and 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-economics-h060-h460-from-2015/


state provision. How firms compete with one another, the consequences of monopoly power and the 
need for regulation. 
 
 
 
Themes in Economics 
This offers the students an exciting opportunity for learners to apply theories and concepts to up-to-
date contexts. This component draws together both micro and macroeconomic concepts in relation to 
a specific unseen theme. 
 

For any further information please contact Mrs Livingstone: Subject Leader of Business Studies/Economics 

What Are The Entry Requirements? 

 

Students opting for Economics would need to have a real interest in current economic issues. They should be 

good with figures and have developed good oral and written communication skills. Like all other A levels you 

will have to demonstrate an in depth knowledge and critical understanding of a wide range of economic 

theories and concepts.  

 

Students would need to have at least a Grade 6 in GCSE Mathematics and a Grade 6 in English Language. 

How Will I Be Assessed? 

The A Level in Economics is a linear qualification with 100% external assessment. There will be three question 

papers each of two hours in length and each will carry a maximum of 80 marks.  

Component 1 – Microeconomics 

The assessment of Component 1 relates entirely to microeconomics and consists of a data response question 

and two high tariff questions. For each high tariff question, learners are given a choice of two questions. 

 Component 2  – Macroeconomics 

The assessment of Component 2 relates entirely to macroeconomics and like component 1, consists of a data 

response question and two high tariff questions. For each high tariff question, learners are given a choice of 

two questions. 

Component 3 – Themes in economics  

The assessment of Component 3 consists of a series of 30 multiple choice questions, although there will still be 

some of the multiple choice questions which assess analytical and evaluative skills Learners will also be 

required to respond to a series of short answer and extended response questions based on an unseen theme 

for a total of 50 marks. 

All 3 components are 2hrs long and are worth 33.3% of the final A Level Mark. 



What Are The Costs? 

We would encourage students to subscribe to any economic related journals and magazines, eg ‘The 

Economist’. A text book such as Alain Anderton’s Economics would need to be purchased. 

 


