
Course Title : Certificate for Introduction to Securities & Investment (Finance Diploma) 

Level:  Equivalent to 1 AS Exam Board: Chartered Institute for Securities & Investment 

Link to subject pages on exam board website:  

http://www.cisi.org/cisiweb2/cisi-website/schools-colleges-universities/schools-colleges/diploma-in-finance-risk-
investment#sectionB  

Opportunity Description: 

This qualification would be of interest to students intending taking a finance- related degree at university, who are looking 
for a future career in financial services or who just want to learn more about financial services for their own personal 
development. 

The Chartered Institute for Securities & Investment (CISI) is the professional body of choice for professionals in the 
securities and investment industry in the UK and in a growing number of major financial centres globally. Formed in 1992 
by London Stock Exchange practitioners, we have a global community of more than 40,000 members in 116 countries and 
last year more than 40,000 CISI exams were sat in 80 countries. Our members include wealth managers, financial advisers 
for both corporate and clients and individuals, stockbrokers and practitioners from many other areas of the financial 
services industry.  

This professional qualification for A level students is an important first step in developing the essential basic knowledge 
required for working in financial services. It will provide students with an understanding of the key characteristics, 
mechanisms and influences on financial markets and institutions. Students will gain an insight into data analysis, 
investment appraisal and accounting and the role and responsibility of financial services in society. 

The Certificate for Introduction to Securities & Investment is studied over two years and is gained by passing two modules- 
Introduction to Investment in year one and an Extended Project in year two. Graded in accordance with the AS level grade 
structure, up to 60 UCAS points can be obtained currently, with UCAS points up to half of an A level post 2017. 

A pass in this qualification offers a potential exemption from units forming part of an apprenticeship framework in relevant 
apprenticeships and/or new entrant qualifications required to be taken when joining the industry and will give successful 
students a distinct competitive advantage when applying to university for finance- related degrees, as well as when 
applying for jobs or apprenticeships in the financial services industry. 

What Will I Learn? 

Introduction to Investment (Year One) 

The Learning Objective is to provide a basic introduction to the financial services industry with a focus on investments. 

Students will learn the nature and purpose of the retail and wholesale (professional) sectors, the main products they sell 
to customers and market structures for the trading of equities, debt, commodities and derivatives.  

Syllabus Summary: 

Financial Services The financial services industry and key investment distribution 

channels within it, distinguishing between retail and professional 

business. 

Economic Environment Understanding financial assets and markets. 
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Financial Assets and markets How a company is formed and the differences between private and 

public companies. 

Equities The main types of equities and the advantages and disadvantages of 

investing in different types of equities. 

Bonds The main types of bonds and their characteristics. 

Derivatives The main types of derivatives and their characteristics. 

Investment Funds The different types of investment funds and their characteristics. 

Financial Services Regulation Financial services regulation and its application. 

Taxation, Investment wrappers and 

trusts 

An overview of investment wrappers, taxation and trusts. 

Other retail financial products Characteristics of other retail financial products such as loans, 

mortgages and life assurance. 

 

Extended Project (Year Two) 

This unit requires students to apply the knowledge they have acquired in the introduction to Investment to produce a 
3,000- 4,000 word research report, complemented by a 500 word personal evaluation of their project handling.  

Topic titles for the report are provided by the CISI each year and students can select their preference.  

Students will be required to engage their skills in planning, independent research, analysis, problem-solving, criticism, 
synthesis, evaluation, presentation and self-reflection. Working independently but with the support of their teacher-
assessor and, where possible, an industry mentor, students will gain confidence in their ability to use their initiative and 
expand their creative skills. This expansion in skills and confidence will benefit learners regardless of whether they 
decide to undertake further or higher education or a move into a career. 

 

Syllabus Summary: 

Plan and manage an investigation Identify the main objectives for the chosen project title using the Introduction 

to Securities & Investment syllabus, provide an appropriate plan with risks 

identified and use organisational skills and strategies appropriately 

Undertake research, collect evidence 

and select  

Research, collect evidence and select information using appropriate 

methodologies, select a range of relevant information from appropriate 

secondary research sources such as textbooks, newspapers, website and TV 

programmes and relate resources to research questions or hypothesis 

Analyse/ interpret evidence and 

draw conclusions 

Interpret evidence gathered and present relevant data appropriately, draw 

logical conclusions which will form content of project and write up report, 

using appropriate style and structure 



Evaluation Present an evaluation of the project in which the students review and 

evaluate the project and their own learning 

 

What Are The Entry Requirements? 

There are no entry requirements, although it is recommended that students have a minimum grade C in Maths & English 
at GCSE. 

How Will I Be Assessed? 

 Introduction to Investment- One hour/ 50 question multiple choice computer- based exam in Year One 

 Extended Project in Year Two- coursework 

What Are The Costs? 

There are no costs as the project is funded by the CISI 

 


