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Opportunity Description: 
 

The A-Level is a two year course where students will have the opportunity to build upon the skills developed during 
GCSE. ‘Art, Craft and Design’ provides a flexible approach to interpreting their ideas through a number of disciplines 
including Painting, Drawing, Textiles, Fashion and Installation work. The extended time frame offered within the A-
Level course will allow students to develop a much better understanding of themselves as artists and designers, and 
how they see their work developing in the future, whether this be as a way of enhancing their lives or as a future 
career path.  
 
The uptake of Art and Design at A-Level is consistently good with a high percentage of students going on to 
Foundation Courses, and as a result of this the department has developed excellent links with local course 
providers. In recent years more students have moved directly onto degree courses from A-Level, examples of which 
include Fashion/Knitwear at Nottingham Trent University, Architecture at Glasgow University, Footwear Design at 
Leicester, and Interior Design at both Liverpool and Manchester Metropolitan Universities.  
 
Whichever route students decide upon the initial phase of the course will be focussed on the development of visual 
language, and in the refinement of practical skills using an appropriate range of materials and processes. This will be 
delivered through a series of workshops in order that students feel confident in moving out of their comfort zone 
and experimenting with new media and styles. From this introductory phase they will move on to creating more 
personalised work. This will lead to a final outcome that will display the processes and experiences that they have 
gone through and what they have learned. 
 
 

A-LEVEL 
Component 1: Personal investigation 
This is a practical investigation supported by written material. 
Students are required to conduct a practical investigation, into an idea, issue, concept or theme, 
supported by written material (between 1,000-3,000 words). The focus of the investigation must be identified 
independently by the student and must lead to a finished outcome or a series of related finished outcomes. 
The investigation should be a coherent, in-depth study that demonstrates the student’s ability to 
construct and develop a sustained line of reasoning from an initial starting point to a final realisation. 
The investigation must show clear development from initial intentions to the final outcome or outcomes. 
It must include evidence of the student’s ability to research and develop ideas and relate their work in 
meaningful ways to relevant critical/contextual materials. 
The investigation must be informed by an aspect of contemporary or past practice of artists, 
photographers, designers or craftspeople. 
 
The written material must confirm understanding of creative decisions, providing evidence of all four 
assessment objectives by: 
• clarifying the focus of the investigation 
• demonstrating critical understanding of contextual and other sources 
• substantiating decisions leading to the development and refinement of ideas 
• recording ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions by reflecting critically on practical 



work 
• making meaningful connections between, visual, written and other elements. 
 
The written material must: 
• be a coherent and logically structured extended response of between 1000 and 3000 words of 
continuous prose. 
• include specialist vocabulary appropriate to the subject matter 
• include a bibliography that, identifies contextual references from sources such as: books, journals, 
websites, through studies of others’ work made during a residency, or on a site, museum or gallery 
visit 
• be legible with accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar so that meaning is clear. 
Students can present the written material as a single passage of continuous prose or as a series of 
shorter discrete, but linked, passages of continuous prose incorporated within the practical work. 
There is no restriction on the scale of practical work produced. Students should carefully select, 
organise and present their work for their Personal Investigation to ensure it is well structured and 
provides evidence that meets the requirements of all four assessment objectives. 
 
Component 2 Externally set assignment 
The examination board will send out a set of eight questions to be received by the students from 1 February, or as 
soon as possible after that date. Students are required to select one question to use as a starting point for their 
work. Preparatory pieces should be presented in any suitable format, such as mounted sheets, design sheets, 
sketchbooks, workbooks, journals, models and maquettes. 
Following the preparatory period, students must complete 15 hours of unaided, supervised time. 
In the 15 hours students must produce a finished outcome or a series of related finished outcomes, 
informed by their preparatory work. 
 
Preparatory work and the work produced during the 15 hours of supervised time will be assessed 
together, as a whole, against all four assessment objectives. Students will be assessed on their ability 
to work independently, working within the specified time constraints, and developing a personal and 
meaningful response. 
 
There is no restriction on the scale of work produced. Students should carefully select, organise and 
present work to ensure that they provide evidence which meets the requirements of all four assessment 
objectives. 
 
Students requiring more information should contact Mrs A Harper, Subject Leader for Art and Design 

What Will I Learn? 
 

The course has been designed to:- 

 Enable candidates to develop personal responses to ideas, observations, experiences, environments and 
cultures. 

 Enable candidates to work to their strengths. 

 Enable candidates to develop their interest and enjoyment in Art and Design, fostering its value in life long 
learning. 

 Enable candidates to extend their knowledge and understanding of contemporary Art, Craft and Design, as 
well as artwork and artefacts from other times and cultures. 

What Are The Entry Requirements? 
 

GCSE Art and Design is essential – grade B or above  

How Will I Be Assessed? 
 



 
A-LEVEL 
Component 1: Personal investigation– 7201/C 
• No time limit 
• 96 marks 
• 60% of A-level 
 
Component 2: Externally set assignment – 7201/X 
Response to an externally set assignment 
• Preparatory period + 15 hours supervised time 
• 96 marks 
• 40% of A-level 
  
Both Components must address the Four Assessment Objectives. Each of these are worth up to 24 marks. 
Assessment Objective 1:  
Develop ideas through sustained and focused investigations informed by contextual and other sources, 
demonstrating analytical and critical understanding. 
Assessment Objective 2: 
Explore and select appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques and processes, reviewing and refining ideas 
as work develops. 
Assessment Objective 3: 
Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions, reflecting critically on work and progress. 
Assessment Objective 4: 
Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and, where appropriate, makes connections 
between visual and other elements. 

What Are The Costs? 
 

Some costs will be incurred by students when visiting to attend visits/exhibitions. 
Pupils will also need basic art materials and good quality sketchbooks, usually A3. Mount card can be purchased 
from school when presenting a final portfolio.  

 


