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I N F O R M A T I O N  T E C H N O L O G Y  S O L U T I O N S   

T H A T  W O R K  F O R  Y O U R  B U S I N E S S .  

King David Campus, Childwall Road, Liverpool, L15 6WU                www.kingdavidliverpool.co.uk/ 

“This is a popular and extremely successful 6th form …. good 

teaching and excellent care, guidance and support  

… students make outstanding progress and attainment is high” 

Ofsted 



Course Title :    Art, Craft and Design 
 

 
Level:  A-Level 

 
Exam Board:  AQA 
 

 
Syllabus Code: 7201 
                         7341 

Link to subject pages on exam board website: 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/as-and-a-level/art-and-design 
 

Opportunity Description: 
 

The A-Level is a two year course where students will have the opportunity to build upon the skills developed during 
GCSE. ‘Art, Craft and Design’ provides a flexible approach to interpreting their ideas through a number of disciplines 
including Painting, Drawing, Textiles, Fashion and Installation work. The extended time frame offered within the A-
Level course will allow students to develop a much better understanding of themselves as artists and designers, and 
how they see their work developing in the future, whether this be as a way of enhancing their lives or as a future 
career path.  
 
The uptake of Art and Design at A-Level is consistently good with a high percentage of students going on to 
Foundation Courses, and as a result of this the department has developed excellent links with local course 
providers. In recent years more students have moved directly onto degree courses from A-Level, examples of which 
include Fashion/Knitwear at Nottingham Trent University, Architecture at Glasgow University, Footwear Design at 
Leicester, and Interior Design at both Liverpool and Manchester Metropolitan Universities.  
 
Whichever route students decide upon the initial phase of the course will be focussed on the development of visual 
language, and in the refinement of practical skills using an appropriate range of materials and processes. This will be 
delivered through a series of workshops in order that students feel confident in moving out of their comfort zone 
and experimenting with new media and styles. From this introductory phase they will move on to creating more 
personalised work. This will lead to a final outcome that will display the processes and experiences that they have 
gone through and what they have learned. 
 
 

A-LEVEL 
Component 1: Personal investigation 
This is a practical investigation supported by written material. 
Students are required to conduct a practical investigation, into an idea, issue, concept or theme, 
supported by written material (between 1,000-3,000 words). The focus of the investigation must be identified 
independently by the student and must lead to a finished outcome or a series of related finished outcomes. 
The investigation should be a coherent, in-depth study that demonstrates the student’s ability to 
construct and develop a sustained line of reasoning from an initial starting point to a final realisation. 
The investigation must show clear development from initial intentions to the final outcome or outcomes. 
It must include evidence of the student’s ability to research and develop ideas and relate their work in 
meaningful ways to relevant critical/contextual materials. 
The investigation must be informed by an aspect of contemporary or past practice of artists, 
photographers, designers or craftspeople. 
 
The written material must confirm understanding of creative decisions, providing evidence of all four 
assessment objectives by: 
• clarifying the focus of the investigation 
• demonstrating critical understanding of contextual and other sources 
• substantiating decisions leading to the development and refinement of ideas 
• recording ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions by reflecting critically on practical 
work 
• making meaningful connections between, visual, written and other elements. 
 
The written material must: 
• be a coherent and logically structured extended response of between 1000 and 3000 words of 



continuous prose. 
• include specialist vocabulary appropriate to the subject matter 
• include a bibliography that, identifies contextual references from sources such as: books, journals, 
websites, through studies of others’ work made during a residency, or on a site, museum or gallery 
visit 
• be legible with accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar so that meaning is clear. 
Students can present the written material as a single passage of continuous prose or as a series of 
shorter discrete, but linked, passages of continuous prose incorporated within the practical work. 
There is no restriction on the scale of practical work produced. Students should carefully select, 
organise and present their work for their Personal Investigation to ensure it is well structured and 
provides evidence that meets the requirements of all four assessment objectives. 
 
Component 2 Externally set assignment 
The examination board will send out a set of eight questions to be received by the students from 1 February, or as 
soon as possible after that date. Students are required to select one question to use as a starting point for their 
work. Preparatory pieces should be presented in any suitable format, such as mounted sheets, design sheets, 
sketchbooks, workbooks, journals, models and maquettes. 
Following the preparatory period, students must complete 15 hours of unaided, supervised time. 
In the 15 hours students must produce a finished outcome or a series of related finished outcomes, 
informed by their preparatory work. 
 
Preparatory work and the work produced during the 15 hours of supervised time will be assessed 
together, as a whole, against all four assessment objectives. Students will be assessed on their ability 
to work independently, working within the specified time constraints, and developing a personal and 
meaningful response. 
 
There is no restriction on the scale of work produced. Students should carefully select, organise and 
present work to ensure that they provide evidence which meets the requirements of all four assessment 
objectives. 
 
Students requiring more information should contact Mrs A Harper, Subject Leader for Art and Design 

What Will I Learn? 
 

The course has been designed to:- 

 Enable candidates to develop personal responses to ideas, observations, experiences, environments and 
cultures. 

 Enable candidates to work to their strengths. 

 Enable candidates to develop their interest and enjoyment in Art and Design, fostering its value in life long 
learning. 

 Enable candidates to extend their knowledge and understanding of contemporary Art, Craft and Design, as 
well as artwork and artefacts from other times and cultures. 

What Are The Entry Requirements? 
 

GCSE Art and Design is essential – grade B or above  

How Will I Be Assessed? 
 

 
A-LEVEL 
Component 1: Personal investigation– 7201/C 
• No time limit 
• 96 marks 
• 60% of A-level 
 
Component 2: Externally set assignment – 7201/X 
Response to an externally set assignment 
• Preparatory period + 15 hours supervised time 



• 96 marks 
• 40% of A-level 
  
Both Components must address the Four Assessment Objectives. Each of these are worth up to 24 marks. 
Assessment Objective 1:  
Develop ideas through sustained and focused investigations informed by contextual and other sources, 
demonstrating analytical and critical understanding. 
Assessment Objective 2: 
Explore and select appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques and processes, reviewing and refining ideas 
as work develops. 
Assessment Objective 3: 
Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions, reflecting critically on work and progress. 
Assessment Objective 4: 
Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and, where appropriate, makes connections 
between visual and other elements. 

What Are The Costs? 
 

Some costs will be incurred by students when visiting to attend visits/exhibitions. 
Pupils will also need basic art materials and good quality sketchbooks, usually A3. Mount card can be purchased 
from school when presenting a final portfolio.  

 
  



 

 

 

Course Title :  Biology 

Level:  A Level Exam Board:  AQA Syllabus Code: 7402 

Link to subject pages on exam board website: 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/  

Opportunity Description: 

A Level Biology is essential if you wish to study Biology at university.  It is also a valuable subject to take if you are 
considering any of the following courses in Higher Education; Medicine, Veterinary Medicine, Veterinary Science, 
Environmental Sciences, Dentistry, Forensic Science, Psychology and Pharmacy. 

 

In undertaking the course, you will develop 

 An enthusiasm for Biology 

 A critical approach to the work of scientists 

 Practical skills alongside understanding of concepts and principles 

 An appropriate and relevant foundation of knowledge and skills for the study of Biology in Higher Education 
 

If you are interested in finding out more, please speak to Mr Sharp or Ms O’Halloran.   

 

What Will I Learn? 

Biology involves the study of a wide range of exciting topics, ranging from molecular biology to the study of 
ecosystems and from microorganisms to mammoths.  Biology is never far from the headlines, and you will learn to 
evaluate and criticize the findings that scientists produce.  You will complete practical work which is designed to 
sharpen your investigative skills in a range of different areas of Biology. The topics you will cover are: 

 1 Biological molecules 
 2 Cells 
 3 Organisms exchange substances with their environment 
 4 Genetic information, variation and relationships between organisms 
 5 Energy transfers in and between organisms  
 6 Organisms respond to changes in their internal and external environments 
 7 Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems  
 8 The control of gene expression  

 

What Are The Entry Requirements? 

(Minimum Grades) 

GCSE Biology (B)  or 

GCSE Core Science (B) and GCSE Additional Science (B) 

GCSE English Language (6) and GCSE Mathematics (6) 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402/


How Will I Be Assessed? 

 

For a full A level in Biology three papers are taken at the end of the course 
Paper 1 
What's assessed? 
Content from 1 – 4 including 
practical skills 
 
• written exam: 2 hours 
• 91 marks 
• 35% of A-level 
 
Questions 

 76 marks: a mixture of short and 
long answer questions 

 15 marks: extended response 
questions 

Paper 2 
What's assessed 
Content from 5 – 8 including 
practical skills 
 
• written exam: 2 hours 
• 91 marks 
• 33% of A-level 
 
Questions 

 76 marks: a mixture of short 
and long answer questions 

 15 marks: comprehension 
questions 

Paper 3 
What's assessed 
Any content from 1 – 8 including practical skills 
 
• written exam: 2 hours 
• 78 marks 
• 30% of A-level 
 
Questions 

 38 marks: structured questions, including 
practical techniques 

 15 marks: critical analysis of given 
experimental data 

25 marks: one essay from a choice of two titles 

 

What Are The Costs? 

 

Throughout the course there will be opportunities to attend field trips and revision seminars, which will require a 
voluntary contribution.  

 

  



Course Title: Business: BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate 

Level: BTEC Level 3 

(equivalent to 1 A Level) 

Exam Board: Edexcel 

 

Syllabus Code: 601/7159/5 

Link to subject pages on exam board website: 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Business/2016/specification-and-sample-
assessments/Specification-Business-National-Certificate.pdf 

Qualifications: 

This course is a two year course and at the end of it the student can achieve a BTEC Level 3 which is the 
equivalent to an A Level. The Extended Certificate is for learners who are interested in learning about the 
business sector alongside other fields of study, with a view to progressing to a wide range of higher education 
courses, not necessarily in business-related subjects. It is designed to be taken as part of a programme of study 
that includes other appropriate A Levels. 

 

Opportunity Description: 

Students in the past have gone on to study Degree courses in Law, Marketing, Finance, Human Resources and 
Broad Business courses looking at all of the above areas. You have the opportunity to study a 3 year Degree or 
a 4 year Sandwich course with a year out in industry. 

 

You can also study Business Management courses or go on to relevant employment. 

What Will I Learn? 

Across the BTEC Business course there are mandatory units and a selection of optional units to choose from. 
Over the two years students will study 4 units. 

Units of work to be studied include: 

Unit 1 Exploring Business  

Unit 2 Developing a Marketing Campaign  

Unit 3 Personal and Business Finance 

 

And a choice of either: 

Unit 8 Recruitment and Selection Process 

Unit 14 Investigating Customer Service 

 

Each group will have a range of teachers, all responsible for the delivery of one unit of work 

For any further information please contact 

Mrs Livingstone: Subject Leader of Business Studies/Economics 

 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Business/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/Specification-Business-National-Certificate.pdf
http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Business/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/Specification-Business-National-Certificate.pdf


What Are The Entry Requirements? 

Students opting for this would normally have studied Business Studies at GCSE level, we would expect a Grade 
C or above. However, students can also opt for Single Business who haven’t studied the subject before as long 
as they have a real interest in the subject and the world of business. 

 

Students would need to have at least a Grade 5 in GCSE Mathematics and English Language. 

 

How Will I Be Assessed? 

Assessment of the BTEC includes a range of assessment types and styles suited to vocational qualifications 

Externally-assessed units  

Each external assessment for a BTEC National is linked to a specific unit. Each assessment/examination is taken 
under specified conditions, then marked by Pearson and a grade awarded.  

 

There are also set tasks – learners take the assessment during a defined window and demonstrate 
understanding through completion of a vocational task. Some external assessments include a period of 
preparation using set information.  

 

Internally assessed units  

Most units in the sector are internally assessed through an assignment set by the class teacher. This ensures 
that learners are assessed using a variety of styles to help them develop a broad range of transferable skills. 
Learners could be given opportunities to:  

 write up the findings of their own research  

 use case studies to explore complex or unfamiliar situations  

 carry out projects for which they have choice over the direction and outcomes  

 demonstrate practical and communication skills using appropriate presentations and role plays. 

What Are The Costs? 

We would encourage students to subscribe to Business journals and magazines, and purchase any other 
relevant business text books to aid their studies. 

 

 

  



Course Title : Business: BTEC Level 3 National Diploma 

Level: BTEC Level 3 

(equivalent to 2 A levels) 

Exam Board: Edexcel Syllabus Code: 601/7157/1 

Link to subject pages on exam board website: http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-
Nationals/Business/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/Specification-Business-National-Diploma.pdf 

Qualifications: 

This course is a two year course and at the end of it the student can achieve a BTEC Level 3 which is the 
equivalent to two A Levels. The National Diploma is for learners who are interested in learning about the 
business sector alongside other fields of study, with a view to progressing to a wide range of higher education 
courses, not necessarily in business-related subjects. It is designed to be taken as part of a programme of study 
that includes other appropriate A Levels. 

Opportunity Description: 

Students in the past have gone on to study Degree courses in Law, Marketing, Finance, Human Resources and 
Broad Business courses looking at all of the above areas. You have the opportunity to study a 3 year Degree or 
a 4 year Sandwich course with a year out in industry. 

 

You can also study Business Management courses or go on to relevant employment. 

What Will I Learn? 

Across the BTEC Business course there are mandatory units and a selection of optional units to choose from. 
Over the two years students will study 8 units of work. 

Units of work to be studied include: 

Unit 1 Exploring Business  

Unit 2 Developing a Marketing Campaign  

Unit 3 Personal and Business Finance 

Unit 4 Managing an Event  

Unit 5 International Business  

Unit 6. Principles of Management 

 

And a choice of 2 from the list below: 

Unit 8 Recruitment and Selection Process 

Unit 9 Team Building in Business  

Unit 10 Recording Financial Transactions  

Unit 12 Financial statements for specific businesses 

Unit 14 Investigating Customer Service…and many more! 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Business/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/Specification-Business-National-Diploma.pdf
http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Business/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/Specification-Business-National-Diploma.pdf


Each group will have a range of teachers, all responsible for the delivery of one unit of work 

For any further information please contact Mrs Livingstone: Subject Leader of Business Studies/Economics 

What Are The Entry Requirements? 

Students opting for this would normally have studied Business Studies at GCSE level, we would expect a Grade 
C or above. However, students can also opt for Single Business who haven’t studied the subject before as long 
as they have a real interest in the subject and the world of business. 

 

Students would need to have at least a Grade 5 in GCSE Mathematics and English Language. 

How Will I Be Assessed? 

Assessment of the BTEC includes a range of assessment types and styles suited to vocational qualifications 

 

Externally-assessed units  

Each external assessment for a BTEC National is linked to a specific unit. Each assessment/examination is taken 
under specified conditions, then marked by Pearson and a grade awarded.  

 

There are also set tasks – learners take the assessment during a defined window and demonstrate 
understanding through completion of a vocational task. Some external assessments include a period of 
preparation using set information.  

 

Internally assessed units  

Most units in the sector are internally assessed through an assignment set by the class teacher. This ensures 
that learners are assessed using a variety of styles to help them develop a broad range of transferable skills. 
Learners could be given opportunities to:  

 write up the findings of their own research  

 use case studies to explore complex or unfamiliar situations  

 carry out projects for which they have choice over the direction and outcomes  

 demonstrate practical and communication skills using appropriate presentations and role plays. 

What Are The Costs? 

We would encourage students to subscribe to Business journals and magazines, and purchase any other 
relevant business text books to aid their studies. 

 

  



Course Title : Certificate for Introduction to Securities & Investment (Finance Diploma) 

Level:  Equivalent to 1 AS Exam Board: Chartered Institute for Securities & Investment 

Link to subject pages on exam board website:  

http://www.cisi.org/cisiweb2/cisi-website/schools-colleges-universities/schools-colleges/diploma-in-finance-risk-
investment#sectionB  

Opportunity Description: 

This qualification would be of interest to students intending taking a finance- related degree at university, who are looking 
for a future career in financial services or who just want to learn more about financial services for their own personal 
development. 

The Chartered Institute for Securities & Investment (CISI) is the professional body of choice for professionals in the 
securities and investment industry in the UK and in a growing number of major financial centres globally. Formed in 1992 
by London Stock Exchange practitioners, we have a global community of more than 40,000 members in 116 countries and 
last year more than 40,000 CISI exams were sat in 80 countries. Our members include wealth managers, financial advisers 
for both corporate and clients and individuals, stockbrokers and practitioners from many other areas of the financial 
services industry.  

This professional qualification for A level students is an important first step in developing the essential basic knowledge 
required for working in financial services. It will provide students with an understanding of the key characteristics, 
mechanisms and influences on financial markets and institutions. Students will gain an insight into data analysis, 
investment appraisal and accounting and the role and responsibility of financial services in society. 

The Certificate for Introduction to Securities & Investment is studied over two years and is gained by passing two modules- 
Introduction to Investment in year one and an Extended Project in year two. Graded in accordance with the AS level grade 
structure, up to 60 UCAS points can be obtained currently, with UCAS points up to half of an A level post 2017. 

A pass in this qualification offers a potential exemption from units forming part of an apprenticeship framework in relevant 
apprenticeships and/or new entrant qualifications required to be taken when joining the industry and will give successful 
students a distinct competitive advantage when applying to university for finance- related degrees, as well as when 
applying for jobs or apprenticeships in the financial services industry. 

What Will I Learn? 

Introduction to Investment (Year One) 

The Learning Objective is to provide a basic introduction to the financial services industry with a focus on investments. 

Students will learn the nature and purpose of the retail and wholesale (professional) sectors, the main products they sell 
to customers and market structures for the trading of equities, debt, commodities and derivatives.  

Syllabus Summary: 

Financial Services The financial services industry and key investment distribution 
channels within it, distinguishing between retail and professional 
business. 

Economic Environment Understanding financial assets and markets. 

Financial Assets and markets How a company is formed and the differences between private and 
public companies. 

Equities The main types of equities and the advantages and disadvantages of 
investing in different types of equities. 

Bonds The main types of bonds and their characteristics. 

Derivatives The main types of derivatives and their characteristics. 

Investment Funds The different types of investment funds and their characteristics. 

Financial Services Regulation Financial services regulation and its application. 

http://www.cisi.org/cisiweb2/cisi-website/schools-colleges-universities/schools-colleges/diploma-in-finance-risk-investment#sectionB
http://www.cisi.org/cisiweb2/cisi-website/schools-colleges-universities/schools-colleges/diploma-in-finance-risk-investment#sectionB


Taxation, Investment wrappers and 
trusts 

An overview of investment wrappers, taxation and trusts. 

Other retail financial products Characteristics of other retail financial products such as loans, 
mortgages and life assurance. 

 

Extended Project (Year Two) 

This unit requires students to apply the knowledge they have acquired in the introduction to Investment to produce a 
3,000- 4,000 word research report, complemented by a 500 word personal evaluation of their project handling.  

Topic titles for the report are provided by the CISI each year and students can select their preference.  

Students will be required to engage their skills in planning, independent research, analysis, problem-solving, criticism, 
synthesis, evaluation, presentation and self-reflection. Working independently but with the support of their teacher-
assessor and, where possible, an industry mentor, students will gain confidence in their ability to use their initiative and 
expand their creative skills. This expansion in skills and confidence will benefit learners regardless of whether they 
decide to undertake further or higher education or a move into a career. 

 

Syllabus Summary: 

Plan and manage an investigation Identify the main objectives for the chosen project title using the Introduction 
to Securities & Investment syllabus, provide an appropriate plan with risks 
identified and use organisational skills and strategies appropriately 

Undertake research, collect evidence 
and select  

Research, collect evidence and select information using appropriate 
methodologies, select a range of relevant information from appropriate 
secondary research sources such as textbooks, newspapers, website and TV 
programmes and relate resources to research questions or hypothesis 

Analyse/ interpret evidence and 
draw conclusions 

Interpret evidence gathered and present relevant data appropriately, draw 
logical conclusions which will form content of project and write up report, 
using appropriate style and structure 

Evaluation Present an evaluation of the project in which the students review and 
evaluate the project and their own learning 

 

What Are The Entry Requirements? 

There are no entry requirements, although it is recommended that students have a minimum grade C in Maths & English 
at GCSE. 

How Will I Be Assessed? 

 Introduction to Investment- One hour/ 50 question multiple choice computer- based exam in Year One 

 Extended Project in Year Two- coursework 

What Are The Costs? 

There are no costs as the project is funded by the CISI 

 

  



Course Title :  Chemistry 

Level:  AS/A2 Exam Board:  AQA Syllabus Code:  7404/7405 

Link to subject pages on exam board website: 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/chemistry-7404 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/chemistry-7405 

Opportunity Description: 

A Level Chemistry is a challenging and diverse subject which provides a springboard into a wide variety of 
college/university courses and career options.   

It is an essential qualification for chemistry, medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, chemical pharmacology, biochemistry, 
polymer science, metallurgy chemical engineering, industrial science and optometry. 

It is also desirable and beneficial qualification for physics, biology, forensic science, nursing, radiology, environmental 
law, physiotherapy and sports science. 

 

If you are interested in finding out more information, please contact Mr Grace or Dr Dale.  In addition, The Royal 
Society of Chemistry is an organisation whose sphere of activity is to promote and advance the chemical sciences.  The 
website, www.rsc.org, is a good starting place to discover more about the opportunities which can be accessed by 
studying A Level Chemistry.   

 

What Will I Learn? 

 

First year of A-Level Second year of A-Level 
Physical Chemistry: Including atomic structure, amount of 
substance, bonding, energetics, kinetics, chemical equilibria 
and Le Chatelier’s principle. 

Physical Chemistry: Including thermodynamics, rate 
equations, equilibrium constant (Kc) for homogeneous 
systems, electrode potentials and electrochemical cells. 

Inorganic Chemistry: Including periodicity, Group 2 the 
alkaline earth metals, Group 7(17) the halogens. 

 

Inorganic Chemistry: Including properties of Period 3 
elements and their oxides, transition metals, reactions of 
ions in aqueous solution. 

Organic Chemistry: Including introduction to organic 
chemistry, alkanes, halogenoalkanes, alkenes, alcohols, 
organic analysis. 

 

Organic Chemistry: Including optical isomerism, aldehydes 
and ketones, carboxylic acids and derivatives, aromatic 
chemistry, amines, polymers, amino acids, proteins and 
DNA, organic synthesis, NMR spectroscopy, 
chromatography. 

What Are The Entry Requirements? 

GCSE Chemistry (B) or 

GCSE Core Science (B) and GCSE Additional Science (B) from Higher Level Examinations 

GCSE Mathematics (6) 

However, it should be noted that these are minimum requirements and students that enter the course with higher 
grades may find the content more accessible. 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/chemistry-7404
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/chemistry-7405
http://www.rsc.org/


How Will I Be Assessed? 

A-Level Chemistry is now a linear qualification and all examinations take place at the end of the course. 

 

A level Paper 1 A level Paper 2 A level Paper 3 

Content 
• Inorganic chemistry, with relevant 
physical chemistry 
• Relevant practical skills 
 

Content 
• Organic chemistry, with relevant 
physical chemistry 
• Relevant practical skills 

Content 
• All practical skills 
• All content 

Assessment 
• Written exam: 2 hours 
• 105 marks 
• 35% of A-Level 
 

Assessment 
• Written exam: 2 hours 
• 105 marks 
• 35% of A-level 

Assessment 
• Written exam: 2 hours 
• 90 marks 
• 30% of A-level 

Questions 
• 105 marks: a mixture of short and long 
answer questions 

Questions 
• 105 marks: a mixture of short and long 
answer questions 
 

Questions 
• 40 marks: questions on practical 
techniques and data analysis 
• 20 marks: testing across the 
specification 
• 30 marks: multiple choice questions 
 

 

 

 

What Are The Costs? 

Students of A Level Chemistry are expected to purchase appropriate revision guides to support their learning.   

 

 

  



Course Title :  Computer Science 

Level:  A Level Exam Board:  OCR Syllabus Code:  H040/H446 

Link to subject pages on exam board website:  

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-computer-science-h046-h446-from-2015/ 

Opportunity Description: 

Computer Science is a practical subject where learners can apply the academic principles learned in the classroom 
to real world systems. It is an intensely creative subject that combines invention and excitement, that can look at 
the natural world through a digital prism. Computer Science encourages computational thinking, helping learners to 
develop the skills to solve problems, design systems and understand the power and limits of human and machine 
intelligence.  

Many students who enjoy and successfully complete this subject typically progress onto a range of degree courses 
including: Computer Science, Software Engineering, Computer Games Development and Information Systems 

Students requiring more information should contact Mr Lacey, Director of Learning, Creative and Applied Faculty. 

 

What Will I Learn? 

Component 1: Computer Systems 

The characteristics of contemporary processors, input, output and storage devices, Software and software 
development, Programming, Exchanging data, Data types, data structures and algorithms, Legal, moral, 
ethical and cultural issues. 
 

Component 2: Algorithms and Problem Solving 
Elements of computational thinking (thinking abstractly, thinking logically, thinking procedurally, thinking 
concurrently), problem solving and programming, algorithms, programming techniques and computational 
methods. 
 

Component 3: Programming Project 
A practical portfolio based assessment with a task that is chosen by the teacher or learner and is produced in an 
appropriate programming language of the learner’s or teacher’s choice. 
 
The course allows progression to both higher education and employment. 

 

What Are The Entry Requirements? 

You will require a ‘B’ grade in Computing GCSE, ‘A’ at AQA ICT short course, or Distinction* Level 2 BTEC in I&CT 
(other similar courses will be considered for suitability). 

You will require a Grade 6 in Mathematics. Mathematical skills are embedded throughout the content of the three 
components. They will be assessed in the written papers and through the non-examined assessment where 
appropriate. 
 
You should also have an interest in developing the knowledge and skills you need to be a competent in coding and 
computational problem solving. 

 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-computer-science-h046-h446-from-2015/


How Will I Be Assessed? 

Unit 1: Computing Systems   2 Hour 30 mins Written Exam (40%) 

 This component will introduce learners to the internal working of the Central Processing Unit (CPU), the 
exchange of data and will also look at software development, data types and legal and ethical issues. It is 
expected that learner will draw on this underpinning content when studying computational thinking and 
developing programming techniques.  

 

Unit 2: Algorithms and Problem Solving 2 Hour 30 mins Written Exam (synoptic assessment) (40%) 

 This component will incorporate and build on the knowledge and understanding gained in the 
Computing principles component. In addition, learners should understand what is meant by 
computational thinking, understand the benefits of applying computational thinking to solving problems 
and be able to use algorithms to describe problem.  

 

Programming Project:   Non-exam assessment (20%) 

The learner will choose a computing problem to work through according to the guidance in the 
specification.  

• Analysis of the problem  

• Design of the solution  

• Developing the solution  

• Evaluation 

Uni 

What Are The Costs? 

Students of A Level Computer Science may benefit from use additional practice materials or online resources, some 
of which may involve subscriptions.  

 

  



Course Title : GCE Economics 

Level: AS/A2 Exam Board: OCR Syllabus Code:  H460 

Link to subject pages on exam board website: 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-economics-h060-h460-from-2015/ 

Opportunity Description: 

Advanced GCE Economics is a much sought-after qualification for entry to a wide variety of full-time courses in 

higher education. There are also many areas of employment that see an Economics Advanced GCE as an 

important qualification and it is often a requirement for the vocational qualifications related to these areas. 

 

There are many types of work in which you can use, and apply the economics you learn. The following areas of 

work and Higher Education courses become possible: accountancy, business management, law, computing, 

finance, banking, financial journalism and media. 

What Will I Learn? 

A level Economics is a two year course covering both micro and macro-economics throughout. 
Students will study elements of each at different points throughout the course, building 
microeconomic foundations to begin with, switching to look at UK and global economies and the 
policies used to influence their success before returning again to microeconomics to look in detail at 
the behaviour of businesses, consumers and workers. There are three mandatory components, 
focusing on microeconomics, macroeconomics and themes in economics.  
 
Macroeconomics  
The forces influencing the success of the UK and other global economies and models that can be used 
to analyse these forces. The sets of policies available to the UK government to make the economy 
stronger, and the limits to those policies apparent in the present economic circumstances. Different 
schools of economic thought and how different underpinning beliefs will influence policy 
recommendations. 
 
Further, more detailed analysis of the big issues facing countries such as unemployment, inflation, 
growth, government debt and the Balance of Payments. In-depth analysis of the issues affecting less 
developed economies, why some poorer countries have succeeded in growing quickly, whereas 
others are still desperately poor. 
 
 
Microeconomics 
Why prices for different goods and services are at different levels and the forces that might make 
them change. Why some people earn more than others, what causes inequality in different 
economies and to what extent does this matter? The extent to which all goods and services (such as 
health and education) should be provided through the market and the case for governments 
intervening in the supply of some goods and services with taxes, laws or in some cases subsidies and 
state provision. How firms compete with one another, the consequences of monopoly power and the 
need for regulation. 
 
 
 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-economics-h060-h460-from-2015/


Themes in Economics 
This offers the students an exciting opportunity for learners to apply theories and concepts to up-to-
date contexts. This component draws together both micro and macroeconomic concepts in relation to 
a specific unseen theme. 
 

For any further information please contact Mrs Livingstone: Subject Leader of Business Studies/Economics 

What Are The Entry Requirements? 

 

Students opting for Economics would need to have a real interest in current economic issues. They should be 

good with figures and have developed good oral and written communication skills. Like all other A levels you 

will have to demonstrate an in depth knowledge and critical understanding of a wide range of economic 

theories and concepts.  

 

Students would need to have at least a Grade 6 in GCSE Mathematics and a Grade 6 in English Language. 

How Will I Be Assessed? 

The A Level in Economics is a linear qualification with 100% external assessment. There will be three question 

papers each of two hours in length and each will carry a maximum of 80 marks.  

Component 1 – Microeconomics 

The assessment of Component 1 relates entirely to microeconomics and consists of a data response question 

and two high tariff questions. For each high tariff question, learners are given a choice of two questions. 

 Component 2  – Macroeconomics 

The assessment of Component 2 relates entirely to macroeconomics and like component 1, consists of a data 

response question and two high tariff questions. For each high tariff question, learners are given a choice of 

two questions. 

Component 3 – Themes in economics  

The assessment of Component 3 consists of a series of 30 multiple choice questions, although there will still be 

some of the multiple choice questions which assess analytical and evaluative skills Learners will also be 

required to respond to a series of short answer and extended response questions based on an unseen theme 

for a total of 50 marks. 

All 3 components are 2hrs long and are worth 33.3% of the final A Level Mark. 

What Are The Costs? 

We would encourage students to subscribe to any economic related journals and magazines, eg ‘The 

Economist’. A text book such as Alain Anderton’s Economics would need to be purchased. 

 

  



 

Course Title :  English Language 

Level: A level Exam Board:  AQA Syllabus Code: 7702 

Link to subject pages on exam board website: 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/7702 

Opportunity Description: 

English Language will provide you with opportunities to explore the different varieties of language used in society 
and will enable you to develop your skills as a writer. 

This subject naturally complements other arts and humanities subjects and is particularly suited to students wishing 
to pursue courses or careers in journalism and the media, the law, education and business, careers in which 
communication skills and knowing the power of language are vital. 

 

Students requiring more information should contact Mrs Lingwood, Subject Leader for English. 

What Will I Learn? 

PAPER 1:  Language, the individual and society  

You will explore and investigate a variety of texts taken from a variety of sources. You will explore how language is 
shaped according to audience, purpose, genre and mode. You will receive two unseen texts and will be asked to 
explore how language and context shape meaning.  

This paper will also assess ‘Children’s Language Development’; you will explore the many theories surrounding the 
ways in which children acquire language from birth. Early literacy development is also studied and there will be 
opportunities to observe how children in the primary school learn to read and write.  

Paper 2: Language diversity and change 

Study for this paper gives you the opportunity to explore language around you, to study theories about language 
and to evaluate language change and attitudes to it.  You will also practise writing effectively and innovatively for 
different audiences and purposes 

Topics will include ‘Language Change’, and the relationship between language and a range of contextual factors 
including: gender, class, ethnicity and occupation. 

In order to develop your knowledge, you will undertake your own research of language and study a range of texts 
evaluating how language varies because of personal, social, geographical and temporal contexts. You will have the 
opportunity to study texts from 1600 to the present day and discuss why and how diversity and change occur.  

Non-exam assessment: Language in Action (Coursework)  

Coursework will allow you to explore and analyse language data independently and develop and reflect on your 
own writing expertise.  

You will be required to carry out two different kinds of individual research: 

 one language investigation (2,000 words excluding data) 

 one piece of original writing and commentary (750 words each) 
 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/a-level/english-language-b-2705


What Are The Entry Requirements? 

GCSE English and GCSE English Literature:  Grade 6 

However, it should be noted that these are minimum requirements and students that enter the course with higher 
grades may find the content more accessible. 

 

How Will I Be Assessed? 

You will be assessed formally by both examination and coursework. 

 

You will develop your analytical skills through the workshop nature of the course, which will introduce you to 
methods of exploring and understanding spoken and written language in use. Your skills and knowledge of the 
concepts of how and why we use language will then be tested via two 2 hour and 30 minute examinations (each 
worth 40% of the course) in addition to coursework worth 20%.  

There is ample opportunity to develop your powers of analysis through contribution to discussions in lessons, 
alongside the writing of essays, which will provide you with opportunities to learn reasoning skills, to expand 
vocabulary and to develop knowledge of linguistic techniques and terminology. 

 

English language encourages you to take responsibility for your own learning and gives you a strong grounding in 
the academic principles relating to working with data. 

You should therefore bring to the course intellectual curiosity; an interest in language itself and how it can be used 
to shape and manipulate thought is essential.  In order to be successful, you should be well-organised, well-
motivated and willing to consult regularly with your teachers, keeping to deadlines for written work. 

 

What Are The Costs? 

Voluntary contributions are requested for visits to lectures and performances. 

 

  



Course Title :   English Literature 

Level:  A Level Exam Board:  AQA  

Specification A 

Syllabus Code: 7712  

Link to subject pages on exam board website: 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/7712 A Level 

Opportunity Description: 

English Literature will give you the opportunity to explore texts across time and develop your skills of 
interpretation and analysis.  Working from the belief that no text exists in isolation but is the product of the time 
in which it was produced, English Literature encourages students to explore the relationships that exist between 
texts and their contexts.  

The course naturally complements other arts and humanities subjects and is particularly suited to students 
wishing to pursue careers in the arts, the media, business, education, law or any other field in which 
communication and analytical skills are important. 

 

Students requiring more information should contact Mrs Lingwood, Subject Leader for English. 

What Will I Learn? 

Paper 1: Love through the Ages  

You will study a range of texts from across time which will give you the opportunity to see how texts and styles 
have changed through the ages.  You will look at a Shakespeare play, a collection of poetry and a prose text.  You 
will also learn how to respond to unseen poetry. 

Paper 2: Texts in Shared Contexts 

You will explore a specific period of time in detail, looking at how contextual features have informed and 
inspired texts of different types.  You will study poetry, prose and drama texts, one of which will have been 
written post-2000.  Options for study include: World War I and its aftermath or Modern times: Literature from 
1945 to the present day. 

This year, students have studied ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’ by Tennessee Williams, ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ by 
Margaret Atwood and ‘Feminine Gospels’ by Carol Ann Duffy.  

Non-examined component: Independent critical study: Texts across time – A level only. 

Coursework will allow you to explore texts independently and you are encouraged to choose topics and texts 
that you find interesting.  You will write a comparative essay evaluating the two texts you have studied.   

This year, students have studied ‘The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ and have selected their own second 
text, ‘Dracula’ and ‘The Picture of Dorian Gray’ being firm favourites (please note a modern novel can also be 
selected).  

 

What Are The Entry Requirements? 

GCSE English and GCSE English Literature:  Grade 6 

However, it should be noted that these are minimum requirements and students that enter the course with 
higher grades may find the content more accessible. 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/7712


 

How Will I Be Assessed? 

You will be assessed formally through examination and through coursework.   

 

You will study set texts and other literary extracts to develop your skills of appreciation and analysis and to 
increase your knowledge of literature through reading widely.  As the course progresses, increasing emphasis is 
placed upon developing you into an independent, informed reader, who is able to apply the skills you have 
learnt in lessons to enable you to study some texts chosen yourself, in addition to those prescribed by the 
specification.  

 

Your skills and knowledge will be tested at A level in one 3 hour exam and one 2 hour 30 minute exam, both 
worth 40%.  The coursework component makes up the final 20% of the course.   

 

There is ample opportunity to develop your powers of interpretation, analysis and empathic understanding 
through contribution to discussions in lessons, alongside the writing of essays and other written tasks, which 
provide opportunities to learn reasoning skills, to expand vocabulary and to develop knowledge of literary 
techniques and terminology. 

 

The course will encourage you to take responsibility for your own learning and to be an independent and 
enthusiastic student.  The rigorous, historicist approach will give you a thorough grounding in the academic 
principles which underpin the study of literature.  You should therefore bring to the course a love of reading and 
a readiness to read widely around the set texts.  To be successful, you will need to be well-organised, well-
motivated and consult regularly with your teachers, keeping to deadlines for written work. 

 

What Are The Costs? 

Students are asked to purchase their own set texts in order to annotate them during the course.  Voluntary 
contributions are requested for visits to performances and lectures.   

 

  



Course Title :  Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 

Level:  AS/A2 Exam Board:  AQA Syllabus Code:  7993 

Link to subject pages on exam board website:  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/projects/aqa-certificate/EPQ-7993 

Opportunity Description: 

The Extended Project is a Level 3 qualification.  It contributes to a student’s programme of study as a stand-alone 

qualification and is a core component of the AQA Bacc Award.   

 

The Extended Project will develop and extend from one or more of the learner’s study areas and/or from an area 

of personal interest or activity outside their main programme of study. It will be based on a topic chosen by the 

student and agreed as appropriate by the centre. 

 

Delivery of the Extended Project Qualification involves extended autonomous work by the students who, with 

appropriate supervision, are required to: 

 choose an area of interest 

 draft a title and aims of the project for formal approval by the centre 

 plan, research and carry out the project 

 deliver a presentation to a specified audience 

 provide evidence of all stages of project development and production for assessment. 
 

The EPQ project can be accessed by students in either Year 12 or Year 13 and there are 2 submission dates per 

academic year – November and June.  This is the only Level 3 qualification which can be taken early (via 

November entry). 

What Will I Learn? 

 

The Extended Project Qualification offers opportunities for students to: 

 make a significant contribution to the choice and design of an extended project  

 develop and improve their own learning and performance as critical, reflective and independent 
learners 

 develop and apply decision-making and, where appropriate, problem-solving skills 

 extend their planning, research, critical thinking, analysis, synthesis, evaluation and presentation skills 

 where appropriate, develop confidence in applying new technologies in their studies 

 develop and apply skills creatively, demonstrating initiative and enterprise 

 use their learning experiences to support their aspirations for higher education and/or career 
development 

 transfer skills developed as part of their extended project to other areas of study. 
 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/projects/aqa-certificate/EPQ-7993


How Will I Be Assessed? 

Throughout the EPQ timescale, the students record the evolution of their project in a log book.  They also produce 

a 5000 word report and present their findings to a small group of students and staff (in a format of their choice).  

If an artefact is produced, a shorter written report of 1000 words is required.  All of these products are assessed 

by the supervisor, moderated by the centre co-ordinator and then sent to AQA for external moderation and 

standardisation. 

 

EPQ Results 

The Level 3 Extended Projects can be submitted in November and May.  The 2011 to 2015 results are given below.  

Last year Naomi Tran received the top grade for her award and received a personal commendation from AQA for 

her entry. 

 

Year A* A B C D E 

2011 6 5 1 1 1  

2012 4 2  2 1  

2013 3 1     

2014 2 3 2 1 1  

2015 3 2 2    

2016  1  2   

 

What Are The Entry Requirements? 

GCSE English Language (C) and GCSE Mathematics (C) 

The participants must also have a genuine interest in subject matter of their project.  It may or may not be linked 

to their A Level Subjects. 

What Are The Costs? 

Students may need to pay some transport costs or production costs incurred during their research. 

 

  



Course Title :  French 

Level:  AS/A2 Exam Board:   WJEC/Eduqas Syllabus Code:  603/0071/1 

Link to subject pages on exam board website: http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/french/as-alevel/ 

Opportunity Description: 

French is a highly transferable skill and is highly valued by universities and employers.  Most universities are keen 
to recruit students of French.  Many courses also offer a year of study abroad eg law, sciences, engineering and a 
language qualification will facilitate this.  Students of French typically enter the professions of law, international 
business tourism and leisure, banking and education. 

 

What Will I Learn if I follow the AS course? 

There are two main areas that will be studied during the course: Social issues and trends (which will include: 
Advantages of traveling and studying abroad, Impact of travel on society, Local culture and festivals in France 
and French speaking countries) and Political, Intellectual and Artistic Culture (which will include: Entertainment, 
Music and the arts, Media and digital culture and Youth sub-cultures, trends and personal identity) 

 

Listening, Reading and Translation 

Section 1: Listening 

Section 2: Reading 

Section 3: Translation English  French and French English 

50% of qualification 

Examination will last 2 hours 30 minutes and no dictionaries are permitted. 

 

Writing 

20% of the final mark is awarded for writing. This is a closed book assessment. Two essays will be required based 
on a studied film or text. Dictionaries are not permitted in this examination. 

 

Speaking 

You will learn to discuss the above topics in a confident and fluent manner.  You will have to give and defend 
opinions and complete a discussion based on written stimulus cards.  This unit is worth 30% of final mark. 

 

Full A Level: 

There are four main areas that will be studied during the course: Social issues and trends (which will include: 
Advantages of travelling and studying abroad, Impact of travel on society, Local culture and festivals in France 
and French speaking countries), Political, Intellectual and Artistic Culture (which will include: Entertainment, 
Music and the arts, Media and digital culture and Youth sub-cultures, trends and personal identity), Diversity 
and difference (which will include: Migration and integration, Cultural identity and marginalisation, Cultural 
enrichment and celebrating difference and Discrimination and diversity) and France 1940-1950: The Occupation 
and post-war years (which will include: From June 1940 – May 1945 (occupation, liberation and end of World 

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/french/as-alevel/


War II),  Life in Occupied France and the cultural dimension (théâtre, cinéma, littérature),  1945-1950: rebuilding 
and restructuring  and Repercussions for modern day France)  

You will study a film or a text to prepare for the writing component 

What Are The Entry Requirements? 

You must have a minimum of a grade ‘C’ at French GCSE. 

You should have an interest in other countries and cultures.   

You should enjoy speaking and giving opinions and should have an interest in current affairs. 

 

How Will I Be Assessed if following the full A level? 

Listening and Reading 

Section A: Listening 

Section B: Reading 

Section C: Translation (English  French and French English). 

This is worth 50% of the final mark  

 

Writing 

You will be assessed on your ability to write essays on the studied text/film. Two essays will be required. 

This unit is worth 20% of the final mark 

 

Oral 

You will be assessed on your ability to give a presentation of an independent research project, followed by a 
discussion about your presentation 

This will be followed by a discussion based on a written stimulus card 

This will constitute 30% of the final mark 

For further information please speak to any of the language staff 

 

No dictionaries are permitted in any of the examinations. 

 

What Are The Costs? 

Trips and visits. 

 

  



Course Title :  General Studies 

Level:  AS/A2 Exam Board:  AQA Syllabus Code:  1761 / 2761 

Link to subject pages on exam board website: 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/general-studies/a-level/general-studies-a-2760 

Opportunity Description: 

A Level General Studies offers students the opportunity to broaden their post-16 education by reinforcing and 

enhancing both subjects studied at GCSE Level and those being followed at AS/A Level.  The qualification encourages 

thinking across cultural, scientific and social domains.  The course is designed to complement other studies and is 

useful preparation for higher education, work and life in general. 

 

Through following the specification students will develop their: 

 thinking and analytical skills 

 capacity to construct arguments and draw conclusions 

 facility to deal with broad considerations and subject matter 

 communication and presentation skills 

 ability to work both independently and with others. 
 

What Will I Learn? 

The following themes are explored: 

AS General Studies 

GENA1: Culture and Society – 90 minute examination (50% of AS, 25% of A2 Level) 

 An understanding and appreciation of the changing nature and importance of culture 

 Creativity, innovation and aesthetic evaluation 

 Beliefs, values and moral reasoning 

 Religious belief and experience and connections between them 

 Examination and appreciation of ideologies and values in society 

 Media and communication 

 Political processes and goals 

 Relationship between law, society and ethics 

GENA2: Science and Society - 90 minute examination (50% of AS, 25% of A2 Level) 

 Characteristics of the sciences (physical, life and earth) 

 Explanation and evaluation of human behaviour 

 Social and economic trends and constraints 

 Understanding of scientific methods, principles, criteria and their application 

 The nature of objectivity and the question of progress 

 Mathematical reasoning and its application 

 The social, ethical and environmental implications of scientific discoveries and technological 
development 

 Moral responsibility of scientists including past and present relationships between technology, science and 
society 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/general-studies/a-level/general-studies-a-2760


A2 General Studies 

GENA3: Culture and Society - 120 minute examination (25% of A2 Level) 

 Understanding the nature of knowledge, truth and belief and the distinctions between them 

 Analysis of data, information, ideas, opinions and arguments 

 Use of the above to examine questions, form values, make judgements and draw conclusions 

 Understanding of different kinds of knowledge, appreciating their strengths and limitations 

 Use of language to impart knowledge and understanding and present opinions and argument 

 An understanding and appreciation of the changing nature and importance of culture 

 Creativity, innovation and aesthetic evaluation 

 Beliefs, values and moral reasoning 

 Religious belief and experience and connections between them 

 Examination and appreciation of ideologies and values in society 

 Media and Communication 

 Political processes and goals 

 Relationship between law, society and ethics 

GENA4: Science and Society - 120 minute examination (25% of A2 Level) 

 Characteristics of the sciences (physical, life and earth) 

 Explanation and evaluation of human behaviour 

 Social and economic trends and constraints 

 Understanding of scientific methods, principles, criteria and their application 

 The nature of objectivity and the question of progress 

 Mathematical reasoning and its application 

 The social, ethical and environmental implications of scientific discoveries and technological development 

 Moral responsibility of scientists including past and present relationships between technology, science and 
society 

 
 

What Are The Entry Requirements? 

GCSE English Language (C) and GCSE Mathematics (C) 

 

  



Course Title :  Geography 

Level:  A Level Exam Board:  AQA Syllabus Code: 7037  

Link to subject pages on exam board website: 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/as-and-a-level/geography-7037 

Opportunity Description: 

By taking A-Level Geography, you are keeping your career choices open.  Geography bridges the gap between the Arts 
and Sciences.  Art-based Geography careers include: Travel and Tourism, Social Services, Education, and Local 
Government (Department of Trade & Industry).  Science-based Geography careers include: Environmental Services, 
Geological Survey, Engineering, Meteorology, Computer Mapping and the Armed Forces.  A-Level Geography 
compliments all other A-Level subjects, especially History, English, Maths, Physics, Chemistry, Biology and ICT.  Students 
who are interested in any aspect of Geography should speak to the Subject Leader, Miss Coghlan. 

 

This engaging and flexible course gives students the opportunity to: 

 engage with the relationship of human populations to each other over space and time 

 study the relationship between human populations with their physical environment at a variety of scales from 
the local to the global 

 consider their own role in relation to themes and issues being studied and the roles, values and attitudes of 
others including decision makers 

 

What Will I Learn? 

The following themes are explored: 

 

1. Physical Geography - 2 hour 30 minutes examination (40% of A-Level) 

 Water and Carbon Cycles 

 Coastal Systems and Landscapes 

 Hazards 

 

2. Human Geography - 2 hour 30 minutes examination (40% of A-Level) 

 Global Systems and Global Governance 

 Changing Places 

 Population and the Environment 

3. Geographical Investigation – 3,000-4,000 word essay (20% of the A-Level) 

Students complete an individual investigation which much include data collected in the field. The individual 
investigation must be based on a question or issue defined and developed by the student relating to any part of the 
specification content. 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/as-and-a-level/geography-7037


What Are The Entry Requirements? 

Ideally, Grade B or above in Geography at GCSE Higher tier only. Students with a Grade C in GCSE Geography (Higher 
tier only) may be considered. 

 

Applicants will be considered with a corresponding grade in another humanities subject i.e. History or English.  The 
course requires applicants to use high level mathematical skills and techniques. A grade B in GCSE Maths would put 
applicants at a greater advantage. 

 

What Are The Costs? 

Throughout the A-Level course, students will take part in some fieldwork opportunities. A ‘voluntary contribution’ 
towards the transport costs may be required. 

 

  



Course Title:  German 

Level:  AS/A2 Exam Board:  WJEC/Eduqas Syllabus Code:   

Link to subject pages on exam board website: http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/german/as-alevel/ 

Opportunity Description: 

German is a highly transferable skill and is highly valued by universities and employers.  Most universities 
are keen to recruit students of German.  Many courses also offer a year of study abroad eg law, sciences, 
engineering and a language qualification will facilitate this.  Students of German typically enter the 
professions of law, international business tourism and leisure, banking and education. 

 

What Will I Learn if I take the AS only? 

There are two main areas that will be studied during the course: Social issues and trends (which will 
include: Advantages of traveling and studying abroad, Impact of travel on society, Local culture and 
festivals in Germany and German speaking countries) and Political, Intellectual and Artistic Culture 
(which will include: Entertainment, Music and the arts, Media and digital culture and Youth sub-cultures, 
trends and personal identity) 

 

Listening, Reading and Translation 

Section 1: Listening 

Section 2: Reading 

Section 3: Translation English  German and German English 

50% of qualification 

Examination lasts 2 hours 30 minutes and no dictionaries are permitted. 

 

Writing 

20% of the final mark is awarded for writing. This is a closed book assessment. Two essays will be required 
based on a studied film or text. Dictionaries are not permitted in this examination. 

 

Speaking 

You will learn to discuss the areas mentioned above in a confident and fluent manner.  You will have to 
give and defend opinions and complete a discussion based on written stimulus cards.  This unit is worth 
30% of final mark. 

 

Full A Level: 

 There are four main areas that will be studied during the course: Social issues and trends (which 
will include: Advantages of travelling and studying abroad, Impact of travel on society, Local 
culture and festivals in Germany and German speaking countries), Political, Intellectual and 
Artistic Culture (which will include: Entertainment, Music and the arts, Media and digital culture 
and Youth sub-cultures, trends and personal identity), Diversity and difference (which will 
include: Migration and integration, Cultural identity and marginalisation, Cultural enrichment 



and celebrating difference and Discrimination and diversity) and The making of modern 
Germany: 1989 onwards (which will include: Initial and subsequent process of reunification, 
Social cohesion in present-day Germany, Artistic and political movements and Economic impact 
of a united Germany. 

 You will study a film or a text to prepare for the writing component 

What Are The Entry Requirements for AS/A2? 

You must have a ‘minimum of a grade ‘C’ at German GCSE. 

 

You should have an interest in other countries and cultures.   

You should enjoy speaking and giving opinions and should have an interest in current affairs. 

How Will I Be Assessed if I take the full A level? 

No dictionaries are allowed in any unit to be examined. 

 

Listening and Reading 

Section A: Listening 

Section B: Reading 

Section C: Translation (English  German and German English). 

This is worth 50% of the final mark  

 

Writing 

You will be assessed on your ability to write essays on the studied text/film. Two essays will be required. 

This unit is worth 20% of the final mark 

 

Oral 

You will be assessed on your ability to give a presentation of an independent research project, followed by 
a discussion about your presentation 

This will be followed by a discussion based on a written stimulus card 

This will constitute 30% of the final mark 

For further information please speak to any of the language staff 

What Are The Costs? 

Trips and visits. 

 

  



Course Title : History 

Level: A Level Exam Board:  AQA Syllabus Code: 7042 

Link to subject pages on exam board website: 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/as-and-a-level 

Opportunity Description: 

 

History at A Level is a rigorous academic discipline.  It fosters the ability to think critically and analytically.  
Students will develop skills of essay writing and independent research, preparing them effectively for a 
wide variety of degree courses.  It provides a very good foundation for careers in Law, Politics, Journalism 
and Teaching.  Students requiring more information should contact Miss Harper, Subject Leader for History 
at the school. 

What Will I Learn? 

 

Unit 1: 

Students will study the topic of Industrialisation and the People: Britain, c1783-1885. In Year 12 students 
will examine the period up to 1832, examining the issues which the Napoleonic Wars and industrialisation 
created for governments of the period. In Year 13 students will focus on 1832-1885, examining topics such 
as the mid-Victorian boom and the increasing wave of reforms which governments of this period 
introduced. 

Unit 2: 

Unit 2 is the depth study, students will study Revolution and Dictatorship: Russia, 1917-1953. In Year 12, 
students will examine the Russian Revolution and the Rise of Stalin, 1917-1929. In Year 13 students will 
examine Stalin’s Rule, 1929-1953. 

Unit 3: 

Students will complete a Historical Investigation of approximately 3,500 words. This is submitted in Year 13 
and is worth 20% of the A Level course. 

What Are The Entry Requirements? 

Grade ‘C’ or above at GCSE in History or a corresponding grade in a Humanities subject e.g. Geography, 
Religious Studies or English.  It is suggested that in order to cope successfully with the academic demands 
of this subject a grade ‘B’ is more apt. 

How Will I Be Assessed? 

 

A Level Qualification  

Unit 1 Examination: Industrialisation and the People: Britain, c1783-1885 

Time: 2 hours 30 minutes (40% of the total A Level marks) 

Students answer three questions. 

Unit 2 Examination: Revolution and Dictatorship: Russia, 1917-1953 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/as-and-a-level


Time: 2 hours 30 minutes (40% of the total A Level marks) 

Students answer three questions. 

Unit 3 Coursework: Historical Investigation 

Historical Enquiry (20% of the total A Level marks) 

This is a piece of independent research of approximately 3,500 words.  It involves analysis of an historical 
issue.  It is internally assessed and moderated by AQA. 

What Are The Costs? 

Voluntary contributions for educational visits. 

 

  



 

Course Title : Mathematics 

Level: A Level  Exam Board: To be confirmed Syllabus Code: TBC 

New AS and A levels in Mathematics and Further Mathematics are being introduced in England for first teaching from 

September 2017. The changes include: 

 New linear structure: AS will be decoupled from A level, and all assessment will take place at the end of the course. 

Exam questions may draw on the content of the whole A level. 

 New emphasis: There will be more emphasis on problem solving, reasoning and modelling, and a requirement for 

the use of technology to permeate teaching and learning. 

 New content: The content of AS and A level Mathematics will be fixed. It will include pure mathematics, mechanics 

and statistics (including analysis of large data sets).  

Opportunity Description: 

Mathematics is different from many other subjects. An essential part of mathematical study is the challenge of analysing 
and solving a problem and the satisfaction and confidence gained from achieving a ‘correct’ answer. If you choose 
mathematics you will not have to write essays, but you will need to be able to communicate your ideas (and solutions) in 
a clear and logical manner. Mathematics is not just about learning facts. You will not achieve success by just reading a 
textbook or by producing and revising from detailed notes… you actually need to ‘do’ and enjoy mathematics! 

Advanced GCE mathematics is a much sought-after qualification for entry to a wide variety of full-time courses in higher 
education. There are also many areas of employment that see a Mathematics Advanced GCE as an important 
qualification and it is often a requirement for the vocational qualifications related to these areas. 

Higher Education courses or careers that either require Advanced GCE mathematics or are strongly related include: 
Engineering, Physics, Statistics, Finance, Computing, Architecture, Teaching and many others. 

Even in areas where pure mathematics isn’t required, other mathematics skills learned at A level, such as logical 
thinking, problem solving and statistical analysis, are often very desirable in the workplace. Mathematics is the new 
lingua franca of commerce, business and even journalism. 

Students requiring more information should contact Miss McDonald – Subject Leader for Mathematics. 

What Will I Learn? 

Mathematics at Advanced level is a course worth studying not only as a supporting subject for the physical and social 
sciences, but in its own right. It is challenging but interesting. It builds on work you will have met at GCSE, but also 
involves new ideas produced by some of the greatest minds of the last millennium.  

While studying mathematics you will be expected to: 

 use mathematical skills and knowledge to solve problems 

 solve problems by using mathematical arguments and logic. You will also have to understand and demonstrate what 
is meant by proof in mathematics 

 simplify real-life situations so that you can use mathematics to show what is happening and what might happen in 
different circumstances 

 use the mathematics that you learn to solve problems that are given to you in a real-life context 

 use calculator technology and other resources (such as formulae booklets, statistical tables, large data sets) 
effectively and appropriately; understand calculator limitations and when it is inappropriate to use such technology. 

 

 

 

http://www.mei.org.uk/technology


The content is split into two broad areas: 

Pure Mathematics 

Proof, Algebra and functions, Coordinate geometry in the (x, y) plane, Sequences and series, Trigonometry, Exponentials 
and logarithms, Differentiation, Integration, Numerical methods, Vectors 

Applied Mathematics 

This is broken down into Mechanics and Statistics 

Mechanics: Quantities and units in mechanics, Kinematics, Forces and Newton’s laws, Moments 

Statistics: Statistical sampling, Data presentation and interpretation, Probability, Statistical distributions, Statistical 
hypothesis testing  

What Are The Entry Requirements? 

This course is available to students who have achieved at least a grade 7 in GCSE Mathematics.   

How Will I Be Assessed? 

Three written examinations of length 2 hours. 

All papers are equally weighted. 

All papers will be sat at the end of Year 13 

 

  



Course Title : Further Mathematics 

 

Level: AS Level  Exam Board: To be confirmed 
 

Syllabus Code: TBC 

New AS and A levels in Mathematics and Further Mathematics are being introduced in England for first 

teaching from September 2017. The changes include: 

 New linear structure: AS will be decoupled from A level, and all assessment will take place at the end 

of the course. Exam questions may draw on the content of the whole A level. 

 New emphasis: There will be more emphasis on problem solving, reasoning and modelling, and a 

requirement for the use of technology to permeate teaching and learning. 

 New content: The content of AS and A level Mathematics will be fixed. It will include pure 

mathematics, mechanics and statistics (including analysis of large data sets). There will be some choice 

in content for AS and A level Further Mathematics. 
 
 

Opportunity Description: 
 

 
 
AS Further Mathematics will be delivered over two years, with 3 lessons in Year 12 and 3 lessons in Year 
13.  
For exceptional mathematicians there may be the possibility of studying the full A level. However, for most 
university applications an AS in Further Mathematics will be sufficient. 
 
Further Mathematics: 
 

• is designed to be studied alongside the standard Maths A level 

• has content which is both broader and deeper than the standard Maths A level 
 
Studying Further Maths will: 
 

• makes you think! (and so develops your thinking skills) 

• give you the chance to meet some interesting and very useful mathematical ideas not covered on 
the standard Maths A level 

• help your understanding of the standard Maths A level and possibly increase your standard Maths 
grade 

• help you to succeed on any Maths-related degree course 
 

If you have the chance, you should seriously consider doing Further Mathematics if: 
 

• you are an able Mathematician, enjoy Mathematics and are keen to learn and understand more 

• you are self-motivated and able to work independently 

• you intend to do a degree in Mathematics or a maths-based subject such as: Engineering, Physics, 
Computer Science etc. 

 
Students requiring more information should contact Miss McDonald – Subject Leader for Mathematics – at 
school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mei.org.uk/technology


What Will I Learn? 
 

The Pure Mathematics element of Further Mathematics builds on the Pure Mathematics studied in the 
standard Maths A level. New topics include: 
 

 Complex Numbers, Matrices, Polar Coordinates 
 
Pure Maths topics developed further from the standard A level include: 
 

 Functions, Algebra, Calculus and Differential Equations 
 
In Applied Maths you can develop the applied topics from your standard Maths A level to a higher level, or 
broaden your knowledge into different topics. Applied Maths modules may be studied in: 
 

 Statistics, Mechanics, Decision and Discrete Mathematics,  
 

What Are The Entry Requirements? 
 

At least a grade 7 in GCSE maths. 
 
Students must also be studying A Level Mathematics 
 

How Will I Be Assessed? 
 

Two written examinations of total length 3 hours. 
Both papers are equally weighted. 
Both papers will be sat at the end of Year 13 
 

 

  



Course Title :  Music 

 

Level:  AS/A2 Exam Board:  AQA 
 

Syllabus Code: 7271/7272 

Link to subject pages on exam board website: 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/as-and-a-level/music-7272 
 

Opportunity Description: 
 

 
A Level Music provides a rounded qualification in many areas of traditional music and / or music 
technology. It will provide the requirements for entry into all music courses at University and colleges of 
further education. The options available will allow students to pursue more traditional aspects of music 
(that may lead to employment in areas such as professional orchestral playing, music teaching, peripatetic 
teaching, composing or music research) or more technology based aspects (that may lead to employment 
in recording studios, radio, TV, media, theatres and sound engineering).  
 
 

What Will I Learn? 
 

 
At AS level pupils will 
 

 explore different areas of study that will include The Western Classical Tradition, Choral Music in 
the Baroque Period, Music Theatre, British Popular Music 1960’s to present day and study of set 
works. 

 learn how to compose in either a free or pastiche style and how to arrange music (including music 
technology). 

 learn about different ways of interpreting musical ideas through either live performing or music 
technology. 

 pupils will develop their listening, analytical skills and practical/performing skills.  
 
At A2 level pupils will 
 

 explore the different periods of music from Baroque through to music of the modern day. This will 
include learning about different musical genres from Classical to Pop and Minimalist to jazz. Pupils 
will also study the development of musical ideas through various compositional techniques and 
arranging (including music technology). 

 learn about producing a high quality musical performance through either live performance or 
music technology 

 
 

What Are The Entry Requirements? 
 

GCSE Music Grade B and above or Grade 5 theory ABRSM (certificate required). All pupils must be Grade 5 
standard or above on a practical instrument or voice. All pupils must also be able to read music. 
 

How Will I Be Assessed? 
 

 
At AS level pupils will be assessed through a 1 hour 45 minute 3 section written and listening exam based 
on the areas of study and the set works, composition coursework based on briefs released on the 1st 
November and performance coursework that may be completed at any time during the year.. 
 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/as-and-a-level/music-7272


At A2 level pupils will be assessed through a 2 hour 15 minute 3 section written and listening exam based 
on the areas of study and the set work, composition coursework based on briefs released on the 1st 
November and performance coursework that may be completed at any time during the year. 
 
 

What Are The Costs? 
 

Continued involvement in practical lessons if following the live performance option at the current rate. 
 

 

  



 

Course Title :   Physics 

Level:  A level Exam Board:  AQA 

 

Syllabus Code: 7408 

Link to subject pages on exam board website: 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/physics-7407-7408  

Opportunity Description: 

A-Level Physics is essential for the following courses at Higher Education: 

Physics, all branches of engineering, electronics, astrophysics, telecommunications 

 

‘A’ Level Physics is very desirable to study: medicine, veterinary medicine, veterinary science, environmental sciences, 
chemistry, material sciences, computer sciences, mathematics courses, dentistry, pharmacy, accountancy, systems 
analysis, entry into the police and the military. 

 

If you are interested in finding out more information please contact Mr Walton. You can also log onto www.aqa.org.uk 
and select GCE Physics A. 

What Will I Learn? 

Students will need to recognise, recall and show understanding of scientific knowledge select, organise and 
communicate relevant information in a variety of forms.  Analyse and evaluate scientific knowledge and process; apply 
scientific knowledge and processes to unfamiliar situations including those related to issues; assess the validity, 
reliability and credibility of scientific information. 

They will also need to demonstrate and describe ethical, safe and skilful practical techniques and processes, selecting 
appropriate qualitative and quantitative methods; know how to make, record and communicate reliable and valid 
observations and measurements with appropriate precision and accuracy; analyse, interpret, explain and evaluate the 
methodology, results and impact of their own and others' experimental and investigative activities in a variety of ways. 

 

What Are The Entry Requirements? 

 

(Minimum Grades) 

GCSE Physics (B ) or 

GCSE Core Science B and GCSE Additional Science (B) 

 

GCSE Mathematics (Grade 6) 

However, statistical analysis of results shows that students with higher grades find the course much more accessible. 

 

You will need to study Mathematics to A Level if you take A Level Physics 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/physics-7407-7408
http://www.aqa.org.uk/


How Will I Be Assessed? 

Subject content 

 Measurements and their errors 

 Particles and radiation 

 Waves 

 Mechanics and materials 

 Electricity 

 Further mechanics and thermal physics 

 Field theory 

 Nuclear physics 

 Astrophysics 

 

In addition to the theoretical content there is a strong focus upon the practical nature of the subject. Students will 

undertake a minimum of 12 assessed practicals, however, there are many other practical sessions the students will 

complete in order to illustrate the content taught. The aim of these practical sessions is to reinforce the theoretical 

content and to put ideas into practice. It also prepares the students for the demands of degree level courses in physics 

and engineering. All practical work will focus upon five key competencies: 

 The ability to follow written procedures 

 How well students apply investigative approaches and method when using instruments and apparatus 

 The importance of safety and the ability to recognise and minimise risk. 

 The ability to make and record information in a clear, organised and logical manner. 

 How well students are able to undertake independent research and reference that research when producing an 

independent report based on findings within the laboratory. 

 

Three papers are taken at the end of the course 

Paper 1 
What's assessed 
Sections 1 – 5 and 6.1 
(Periodic motion) 
Assessed 
• written exam: 2 hours 
• 85 marks 
• 34% of A-level 
Questions 
60 marks of short and long answer 
questions and 25 multiple choice 
questions on content. 

Paper 2 
What's assessed 
Sections 6.2 
(Thermal Physics), 7 and 8 
Assumed knowledge from 
sections 1 to 6.1 
Assessed 
• written exam: 2 hours 
• 85 marks 
• 34% of A-level 
Questions 
60 marks of short and long answer 
questions and 25 multiple choice 
questions on content. 

Paper 3 
What's assessed 
Section A: Compulsory 
section: Practical skills and 
data analysis 
Section B: Astrophysics 
Assessed 
• written exam: 2 hours 
• 80 marks 
• 32% of A-level 
Questions 
45 marks of short and long answer 
questions on practical experiments 
and data analysis. 35 marks of short 
and long answer questions on 
astrophysics. 

 

What Are The Costs? 

Students will need to pay for additional revision guides and revision courses. 

 

 

  



 

Course Title :  Psychology 

Level: AS/A2 Exam Board: AQA Syllabus Code: 7181/7182 

Link to subject pages on exam board website: 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182 

Opportunity Description: 

A Level Psychology is an exciting new opportunity, to study a subject not previously encountered at GCSE level.  It is 
also a valuable subject to take if you are considering pursuing the following vocations: teaching, nursing, working 
with children, police, law and careers within human resource management and the NHS. 

In undertaking the course, you will develop 

 An enthusiasm for Psychology 

 An understanding of concepts, principles and research methods within this discipline 

What Will I Learn? 

Year 12: Year 13: Students will need to develop the ability to: 

 Social Influence 

 Memory 

 Attachment 

 Approaches in 
Psychology 

 Psychopathology 

 Research Methods 

 

 Social Influence 

 Memory 

 Attachment 

 Approaches in 
Psychology 

 Psychopathology 

 Research Methods 

 Biopsychology 

 Issues & debates in 
Psychology 

 Aggression 

 Relationships 

 Schizophrenia 

 Work effectively in groups 

 Engage in wider reading 

 Grasp new concepts and apply them 
appropriately 

 Analyse and evaluate research and 
theories 

 Organise ideas logically to construct 
an argument 

 Be mathematically competent 

 

What Are The Entry Requirements? 

Minimum Grades: 

GCSE Core Science and Additional Science: 6,5 or 5,6 

GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics: 6,5,5 and above 

GCSE English Language (5) and GCSE Maths (5) 

*Please consider when making your choice that statistical analysis of results show that students with Grades B and 
above find the course much more accessible. 

How Will I Be Assessed? 

AS Exams: Both Papers 1 and 2 are both 1 hour 30 minute exams of multiple choice questions, short answer 
questions and extended writing. 

A Level Exams: Papers 1, 2 & 3 are 2 hours long and contain elements of multiple choice questions, short answer 
questions and extended writing.  Paper 3 contains the option questions 

What Are The Costs? 

Throughout the course there will be opportunities to attend study days and taster days, which will may require a 
voluntary contribution.  

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182


Course Title :  Religious Studies 

Level: AS / A Level Exam Board: Eduqas Syllabus Code: tbc 

Link to subject pages on exam board website:     http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies/as-a-level/ 

Opportunity Description: 

Pupils choosing to study Religious Studies at AS and A-Level will develop their interest in and enthusiasm for a 
rigorous study of religion and relate it to the wider world. They will develop knowledge, understanding and skills 
appropriate to the specialist study of religion. Pupils will adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the 
study of religion and reflect on and develop their own values, opinions and attitudes in the light of their learning.  

 

What Will I Learn? 

At AS Level students will study 3 modules: 

1. An Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion: cosmological arguments for the existence of G-d; teleological 

arguments for the existence of G-d; the non-existence of G-d - the problem of evil; and religious experience.  

2. An introduction to Religion and Ethics: ethical language and thought; Aquinas' Natural Law; Fletcher's 

Situation Ethics; and Utilitarianism. 

3. An introduction to the study of one religion – Judaism: religious figures and sacred texts; religious concepts; 

religious life; and religious practices.  

 

At A Level. Students will also study 3 modules: 

1. Philosophy of Religion: arguments for the existence of G-d; challenges to religious belief; religious 

experience; religious language. 

2. Ethics of Religion: ethical language and thought; deontological ethics; teleological ethics; freewill and 

determinism 

3. A Study of Religion – Judaism: religious figures and sacred texts; religious concepts and religious life; 

significant social and historical developments in religious thought; religious practices and religious identity 

Students will need the ability to: 

 Critically analyse  

 Engage in wider reading 

 Plan, structure and produce extended pieces of writing 

 Articulate your viewpoint and be prepared to defend it when challenged 

 Analyse and evaluate research and theories 

 Listen sensitively to the ideas and opinions of others 

 

 



What Are The Entry Requirements? 

(Minimum Grades) 

GCSE Religious Studies (B) 

GCSE English Language (B) and GCSE Mathematics (C) 

*Please consider when making your choice that statistical analysis of results show that students with Grades B and 
above find the course much more accessible. 

How Will I Be Assessed? 

At AS level candidates will sit a 1hour 30 minute paper on each module, each worth 33.3%. Each paper is assessed by 
essay writing and pupils will have a choice of question to answer.  

At A2 candidates will also sit a 2 hour written paper on each module where they are required to answer two open 
essay style questions from a choice of four. 

What Are The Costs? 

Throughout the course there will be opportunities to attend study days and university taster days, which will may 
require a voluntary contribution.  

 


