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JEWISH STUDIES 
 

Qualification:  
 
AQA specification A (Code – 4050) 
 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-4050 

 
Assessment:  
 
Pupils study two units – Judaism (unit 10) and Judaism: Ethics (unit 11). Each unit accounts for 50% of the 
total Full Course mark.  
 
Pupils will be examined at the end of year 11 on both units and this will be in the form of a 3 hour written 
paper.  
 

Course content: 
 
Pupils will either study Judaism year 10 and Judaism: Ethics in year 11 or vice versa.  
 

Judaism 
 
Term 1 –  Beliefs and sources of authority 

In this chapter pupils will know and understand the Jewish views on the Torah; Talmud; work 
of the Beth din; the unity of God as the creator and redeemer. Explain the concept of God’s 
chosen people; Covenant with Abraham and the Messianic Age. 

 
  The synagogue and worship 

In this chapter pupils will describe how the synagogue reflects and affects the style of 
worship; its design; features and symbols of the synagogue; daily prayer; tallit and tefillin; the 
purpose of minyan; the leadership with focus on the Rabbi and Chazzan; discuss the 
importance of worship from different points of view. 

  
Term 2 –  Festivals and pilgrimage  

In this chapter pupils will develop knowledge and understanding of how festivals such as: 
Shabbat; Rosh HaShanah; Yom Kippur and Pesach are celebrated in Judaism, also to 
consider the role of pilgrimage in the Jewish tradition. 

 
  Personal lifestyle 

In this chapter pupils will able to explain the laws of kosher and trefah; the Shabbat 
observance as a day of rest; the purpose of the mezuzah; the work of the Beth Din and 
discuss the importance of the different Jewish views on dietary laws and dress code. 

 
Term 3 –  Family life 

In this chapter pupils will show understanding of Jewish views on relationships and family 
life; the importance of the family; the contribution of the synagogue to the family life; 
ceremonies assassinated with birth; Bar/Bat mitzvah; marriage ceremony; mourning and 
death and apply relevant Jewish teachings to each topic. 

 
  Justice and equality 

In this chapter pupils will able to show understanding of Jewish ideas on prejudice; 
discrimination; the role and status of women; prejudice and discrimination with reference to 
race and religion; the Jewish experience of persecution; Jewish attitude to suffering and the 
Holocaust applying relevant Jewish teachings to each topic. 
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Judaism: Ethics 
 
Term 1 –  Life and Death 

In this chapter pupils will learn Jewish teachings and responses to the Sanctity of life; 
abortion and euthanasia; fertility issues; surrogacy; bio-ethics and different beliefs about 
what happens when you die. 

 
  Wealth and Poverty 

In this chapter pupils will be able to explain the Jewish ideas of righteousness and the 
concept of community; causes of poverty; types of aid; the work of Jewish aid organisations 
around the world and in the UK; the practice of tzedaka. 

 
Term 2 –  Conflict and Suffering 

In this chapter pupils will know and understand Jewish views on the purpose of life, justice, 
reconciliation and peace; Jewish views about war, nuclear war, pacifism and terrorism; 
different ways of protesting and reconciliation. 
 

  The Environment 
In this chapter pupils will know and show understanding of how Jewish views on stewardship 
and the value of the natural world influence Jewish attitudes to the created world; reasons 
why the created world is valued by Jews; causes of pollution; conservation; animal rights; 
stewardship. 

 
Term 3 –  Crime and Punishment 

In this chapter pupils will know and show understanding of how Jewish views of law, 
punishment and forgiveness influence attitudes to: aims of punishment including deterrence, 
protection, reformation, reparation, retribution and vindication; types of punishment including 
fines, imprisonment, community service and the death penalty; the impact of punishment on 
society and the individual; the teaching of the Torah about punishment; attitudes to 
forgiveness. 

 
  Relationships and Lifestyle 

In this chapter pupils will know and understand Jewish views on marriage; divorce; 
remarriage; chastity; sex outside of marriage; homosexuality; the mikveh; responsibilities of 
parents and children; attitudes to alcohol, tobacco; drugs; the role of Jewish schools and 
yeshivot. 

 
 

Future pathway:  
 
This religious studies course encourages candidates to: Develop their interest in, and enthusiasm for a 
study of religion and its relationship to the wider world; advance their knowledge, skills and understanding 
of religion by exploring the significance, impacts of beliefs, teachings, sources, practices, ways of life and 
forms of expressing meaning; express their personal responses and informed insights on fundamental 
questions about identity, belonging, meaning, purpose, truth, values and commitment. 
 
This qualification is respected by further education providers and universities. The emphasis on analysis of 
religious influence and the construction of extended answers mean that pupils are well prepared for more 
advanced study.  
 
 


