
ENGLISH  

"Literature adds to reality, it does not simply describe it. It enriches the necessary 
competencies that daily life requires and provides; and in this respect, it irrigates the 
deserts that our lives have already become." —C.S. Lewis  

‘language is a means to an end of understanding who you are and what society is 
like.’ David Crystal. 

 

 Qualification 1: GCSE English Language 
Qualification 2:  GCSE English Literature 
                       
AQA English Language (8700) and English Literature (8702)  
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700 
 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702 
 
English Language: two examinations 

Paper 1: ‘Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing’: 1 hours and 45 minutes 
(50%); 4 questions on an unseen fiction text followed by a descriptive or narrative writing 
task. 

Paper 2: “Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives’: 1 hour and 45 minutes (50%); 4 
questions on two unseen non-fiction texts followed by a writing task in which students 
must present a point of view. 
 
Spoken Language:  
Throughout the two years, students will increase their confidence in speaking and 
listening by engaging in individual presentations, debates, discussions and role 
play/drama work. Student performance will be marked in school and reported separately 
on the GCSE certificate as ‘Pass’, ‘Merit’ or ‘Distinction’. Marks awarded are subject to 
moderation.  
 
 
 
English Literature: two examinations 

Paper 1: “Shakespeare and the 19th Century novel”: 1 hour 45 minutes (40%); one 
essay question on Shakespeare text, one essay question on the pre-1900 text. Extracts 
will be provided but the rest of novel must be discussed.  

Paper 2:  “Modern texts and Poetry”: 2 hours 15 minutes (60%). Section A: an essay on 
modern prose or drama set text. Section B: an essay on studied poetry. Section C two 
questions on unseen poetry.  
 

Course content:  
Year 9 Term 3 
Literature Paper 2: Modern Prose or Drama. Students will study the text in detail, looking 
at language, form and structure and will undertake much research on context. This is an 
introduction to the GCSE course and will highlight the transferable skills from KS3 to 4.  
 
Year 10 Term 1  
English Literature Paper 1 Section B: the pre-1900 novel.  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702


English Language Paper 1: Students will read a range of unseen fiction extracts and will 
build up the necessary skills to respond effectively to a full paper.  

 
Year 10 Term 2  
English Literature Paper 1 Section A: Shakespeare text. 
English Language Paper 1. 
 
Year 10 Term 3  
Students will prepare for the summer mock examination which will assess progress in 
English Language Paper 1 and English Literature Paper 1. Much feedback will be given 
on the mocks; students will evaluate their strengths and areas for development and 
make corrections. 
 

There will also be a focus on English Literature Paper 2 Section B: Poetry. Students will 
be given read an anthology of poetry from which they will study 15 poems over the next 
few months. They will also respond creatively and analytically to a range of unseen 
poetry.  

 
Year 11 Term 1  
English Literature Paper 2 Section B: Poetry continued 

English Language Paper 2-unseen non-fiction texts (one of which will always be pre-
1900) will be studied and compared.  

Mock examinations in December will assess competence and progress in English 
Literature Paper 2 and English Language Paper 2.  

 
Year 11 Term 2  
Much feedback will be given on the mocks; students will evaluate their strengths and 
areas for development and make corrections. 
Revision:  
Part A: English Literature Unit 1: Shakespeare text and the pre-1900 text.  

 

English Language Paper 1.  

 

There will be an extra mock examination to test progress in Paper 1(Literature and 
Language) in March.  

 
Part B: English Language Paper 2 and English Literature Paper 2. It is likely this will 
continue into Term 3.  
 
Year 11 Term 3 
Revision of all skills will continue until the GCSE examinations. Methods of revision will 
be explored and undertaken and will cater for individual needs.  
 
 

Future pathway:  
Language and literacy are of personal, social and economic importance. Our ability 
to use language lies at the centre of the development and expression of our 
emotions, our thinking, our learning and our sense of personal identity. Language is 
itself a key aspect of our culture.  



The courses will enable students to communicate well both in written and oral mode. 
They will gain the skills required to explore, analyse and interpret information in a 
range of sources confidently and systematically- skills so indispensable at university 
and during employment.  

Grade 4 or above in English Language is an essential pre-requisite for access to 
employment and courses in further education. Both English Language and English 
Literature are popular choices in the sixth form where they are studied separately to 
A level, combining well with a range of other subjects.  
 
The GCSE courses build on the analytical and creative skills acquired at KS3 and 
aim to improve levels of literacy, analytical and writing skills and to build an 
appreciation of a range of literature. In all three key stages, students are encouraged 
to work independently and undertake research projects on the specific contexts of 
set texts/concepts.  

Students, having studied English Language and/or English Literature at GCSE and A 
level, go on to study a range of courses including English, Law, Journalism, The 
Media, Management and Teaching. 

 

 


