
CURRICULUM OVERVIEW: ART AND DESIGN 
 
GCSE Art and Design (AQA) 
Sample Themes: Close Up, Structures 
Contact time: Three single lessons per week 

During the course pupils have opportunities to complete coursework during 
regular extra curricular activities. They will also take part in at least one visit, 
and in the lead up to the Externally Set Task will have the chance to work 
with a practising artist or designer. 
 
UNIT 1 
For the coursework component of the GCSE pupils will produce a portfolio of 
work that will be selected from what they create throughout the course. This 
reflects the pupil’s experience and their personal engagement with their work. 
It will include sketchbooks, development sheets and final outcomes. 
The Unendorsed course will allow pupils to explore a wide range of two and 
three dimensional processes. They will produce practical and contextual work 
associated with two or more of the following:  
Fine Art (drawing, painting, mixed media, sculpture, printmaking  
Textiles (fashion and costume, printed and /or dyed fabrics and materials, 
constructed and embellished textiles 
Three- Dimensional Design 
Ceramics, sculpture, jewellery, installation work, and environmental art 
 
UNIT 2 
This will be undertaken during Year 11. The examination board will provide a 
series of themes from which the pupils will select one. They will then research 
and develop their ideas and create a ‘final piece’ over a ten hour period. 
 
All work produced for Coursework and the will be marked against four 
Assessment Objectives: 

 
 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 
COURSEWORK: Portfolio of work EXTERNALLY SET TEST 

60% of the total mark 40% of the total mark 

Set by the centre Set by the examination board 

Pupils will produce work in response 

to set themes 

Research period, followed  by ten hours of 

supervised time 

Marked out of 80 Marked out of 80 

Internally marked, externally 

moderated 

Internally marked and externally 

moderated 

AO1 Develop ideas through investigations informed by contextual and other sources 
demonstrating analytical and cultural understanding 

AO2 Refine ideas through experimenting and selecting appropriate resources, media, 
materials 

AO3 Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to their intentions in visual and/or 
other forms 

AO4 Present a personal, informed and meaningful response demonstrating analytical and 
critical understanding, realising intentions and where appropriate, making 
connections between visual, written, oral or other elements 



Future pathways:  

The A-Level course is increasingly popular, and a large proportion of pupils go 
on to Further and Higher Education. The most popular route is a one year 
Foundation Course which provides pupils with experience of the various 
disciplines available to them before moving on to degree level. The 
department have established strong links with the local courses, and the 
increasing number of art/designer-led workshops held in school enhance 
pupils’ their knowledge and understanding of various career routes.  

Equally, following the A-Level course Year 13 have successfully moved on to 
degree courses in Architecture, Interior Design and Knitwear. 

 


