
 

 KS3 ENGLISH  
‘The English language is nobody's special property. It is the property of the imagination: it is the 
property of the language itself.’  Derek Walcott 

 
Assessment:  
At Key Stage 3, students will study a range of genre types from different periods; they 
will consider how effective works are created by responding to texts in essay form, 
creating their own original pieces of written work and exploring ideas verbally. Students 
are assessed in all of these areas and assessments will either focus on reading and 
appreciation of texts, written skill or verbal eloquence. Pupils will complete at least four 
units each year and will be assessed throughout and at the end of each unit. They will 
be awarded a mark for either reading, writing or spoken language.  
 

Course content:  
 
Year 7 Term 1a: Poetry: A topic entitled ‘New Places’ focuses on poems from other 
cultures. Poets such as Grace Nichols and Imtiaz Dharker are studied. 
 
Term 1b: The Gothic Genre. 
 
Students will explore seminal world literature. They will read a range of texts including 
Edgar Allan Poe’s ‘The Tell Tale Heart’. They will study the conventions of Gothic fiction 
from its origins and practise writing to create suspense.  
 
Year 7 Term 2:  The News. Students will explore a variety of non-fiction (including pre-
20th century texts) for a range of audiences and purposes.   
 
Year 7 Term 3: Modern prose. This study of literature aims to inspire young adults with 
ideas and promote creative thinking and critical analysis. The class will read the text 
together. ‘Skellig’ and ‘The Silver Sword’ are popular choices. 
 
End of year examination. 
 
Year 8 Term 1a: Poetry- students will study a collection of poems that present family 
relationships. There will be pre-1900 poetry such as Ben Johnson’s ‘On my first Sonne’ 
and contemporary poetry (Simon Armitage, Carol Ann Duffy, and Gillian Clarke).  
 
Year 8 Term 1b: Detective Fiction- seminal literature (Arthur Conan Doyle’s The 
Speckled Band’). Conventions of the genre will be examined. Extracts from the work of 
Wilkie Collins, Agatha Christie and P.D. James will also be explored. 
 
Year 8 Term 2: Drama:  Shakespeare’s ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’. The play will be 
studied in its entirety with opportunities for drama work and creative writing.  
 
Non-fiction will also be read- comprehension tasks on broadsheet newspaper articles. 
 
Year 8 Term 3: Modern prose: ‘Holes’- an exploration of character, symbolism and other 
cultures. 
 
End of year examination. 
 



Year 9 Term 1a: War poetry - an exploration of poetry including Tennyson’s ‘Charge of 
The Light Brigade’, culminating in a focus on the poems of Wilfred Owen.  
 
Term 9 Term 1b: Modern prose: ‘Animal Farm’ or ‘Of Mice and Men’.  
Writer’s ideas and the significance of contextual factors are highlighted.   
 
 
 
Year 9 Term 2:  ‘Romeo and Juliet’. The play will be studied in its entirety. The language 
of the lovers and conflict will be assessed. 
 
Travel Writing: A range of travel writing will be analysed with students noting the 
important differences in this wide genre. They will produce one assessed piece of 
creative written work. 
 
Year 9 Term 3: An introduction to GCSE: first set text for GCSE English Literature and 
unseen fiction texts for English Language.  This term ensures the transition to GCSE is 
smooth by highlighting the similar set of skills needed across the key stages.  
 
End of year examination. 

 
 
 
Future pathway:  
The ability to utilise the English language clearly and with sophistication is a desirable quality 

which all employers look for. Students, who appreciate how writers and speakers craft 

language, can engage critically with the world around them, forming their own personal and 

informed responses, whether when watching adverts on television, reading quotations from 

politicians in newspapers or reading for pleasure. Studying literature helps students to develop 

emotionally, in terms of their understanding of their own feelings, and hones their ability to 

interpret and respond to the feelings of others. English students gain a broad awareness of the 

world around them and beyond their own horizons. 


